
CityofNewburyport
ZoningBoardofAppeals

November13 2012
Minutes

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat703PM
Aquorumwaspresent

1 RollCall

InAttendanceDuncanLaBay Secretary RobertCiampitti ActingChair JamiePennington
HowardSnyder RichardGoulet AssociateMember

AbsentEdRamsdell Chair JaredEigerman AssociateMember

2 BusinessMeeting

a ApprovalofMinutes

MinutesofOctober23 2012Meeting
Mr PenningtonmadeamotiontoapprovetheminutesassubmittedandMr LaBayseconded the
motion

Themotionpassedunanimously

DuncanLaBay approve
RobertCiampitti approve
JamiePennington approve
HowardSnyder approve
RichardGoulet approve

b 7Eleven@73StoreyAvenue requestforlightingchange
MIKRI onbehalfofthe7ElevenStoreat73Storey Avenuemadethefollowing2requestsLLC
1Changethedirectionoflighting toallowforadownwashpositiontopreventwaterfrom

gettingintothelens Thiswouldbeaccomplishedbyremovingthe existing lightingand
mountingtwolightsfromthetopofthesignfacingdown Onelightdirectedateachsign
face Ineffect changinguplightingtodownlighting

2Increasethewattageto300watts perfixture

Discussion
Mr Snyderunderstandstheintentoftherequestforafixturechangeduetomaintenanceissues
butfeltthatspecifications forthefixturewererequired Therewasdiscussionaboutguidelines
aroundwattage Mr Gouletindicatedthathe drovebythelocationandthelightsthatarethere
nowarenotbig Mr LaBayalsovisitedthe locationandsaidthatthe 7elevensignisless
intensethansomeoftheothersignsbutstillvisible Mr Penningtonsaiditisunusualtoapprove
somethingwithoutanapplicantpresenttoprovide moredetails Mr Ciampittiagreed Mr
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LaBaysaidhewaspotentiallyinfavoroftherequesttochangethedirectionofthelightsbutwas
notsupportiveofincreasingthewattage Mr Penningtonindicated thatitwouldbenicetohave
wattageguidelinesspecificationsfortheCity buttherearenone

Motiontocontinuetherequest fromMIKRI LLCfor lightingchangeatthe 11272012
meetingmadebyMr Snyder secondedbyMr LaBay TheBoardrequestedthat
representative s fromMIKRI attendthe11272012BoardmeetingandprovideLLC
specificationsassociatedwiththeirrequest

3 PublicHearings 2ontheagenda

PublicHearing 1

2012 039
Address 22ColumbusAvenue
SpecialPermit forNon Conformities
Constructadditionsresultinginupwardextensionsofpreexistingnonconformingfrontand
rearyard

TheownerofthepropertyisNatashaSanborn 35FederalStreet Newburyport MA Ms Aileen
Graf GrafArchitects 7LibertyStreet Newburyport MAisthe architect Ms Sanborn
presentedtherequest Theproposeduseforthe structurewillremainthesame asinglefamily
residentialhome Theexistingnonconformitiesarelotfrontageandlotsize TheTracyStreet
frontadditionwillbewithinthecurrent25 frontsetbackandtherearofTracystreetaddition
willalsobewithinthe 25 setback Theproposedadditionwillnotintensifythe existingnon
conformities Theproposeduseoftheadditionwillnot bemoredetrimentalthanexisting
Keepingwith theoriginalstyleofthehome thisaddition isreasonableandmodest Insummary
theproposalisnotmoredetrimentalanditisinkeepingwiththe styleofthehome Theywant
tolivethereandraiseafamilyandthehomeisnotlargeenough

ActingChairmanCiampittiopenedthehearingtopubliccomment

Infavor
AnnZimmerman 20ColumbusAve Newburyport MA
Ms Zimmermancametothemeeting tohearaboutthe improvementsbeingproposedandto
showhersupport

InOpposition
None

QuestionsfromtheBoard
Mr LaBayasked forsomeexplanation aroundthenumbersthathadbeenprovided Healso
askedtheapplicanttowalkthrough theproposed changesMs Sanbornexplainedthatthe
percentofopenspacenumberswentupbecausetheyareremovingalargegarage Mr
Penningtonindicatedthattheorderofmagnitudeseemedokaywithhim
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Deliberations
Mr Penningtonsaidthatthiswasabeautifuladditionandwell presented It lookslikeithas
alwaysbeen there Heisprepared toapprovetherequestforaSpecialPermit Mr Snyderasked
aboutthedrivewayiftheywereremovingthegarage Ms Sanborn indicatedtheywere moving
thedrivewaytoTraceyStreet Mr Penningtonaskediftheyhadspokenwiththe Departmentof
PublicServicesforapermitforacurbcut Theclienthadnot donethis Mr Pennington
indicatedthatthisshouldprobablybementionedasaconditionforapprovaloftheSpecial
Permit butdidnotforeseeaproblem ActingChairCiampittiindicated thatthe changes
proposeddonotdetractfromthearchitectureorthe neighborhood

MotiontoapprovetheSpecialPermitforNonConformitiesmadebyMr Pennington
secondedbyMr Snyder conditionalonobtainingacurbcutpermitattherearofthe lot
forthenewdrivewayfromtheDepartmentofPublic Services

Themotionpassedunanimously
VotesCast
DuncanLaBay approve
RobertCiampitti approve
JamiePennington approve
HowardSnyder approve
RichardGoulet approve

PublicHearing 2

2012 040
Address 12NeptuneStreet
SpecialPermit forNon Conformities
Constructaonestoryaddition garageaddition anddecktohomewithpreexiting non
conformingfrontsetback

TheownersofthepropertyareGailandWalterGillespie MarkGriffin Esq 11MarketSquare
Newburyport MA representedtheownersatthemeeting AttorneyGriffinindicatedthat12
NeptuneisahomeintheSouthEndofNewburyport Itwasconstructedslightlybefore1800
Thestructurehaspreexisting non conformingsetbacks Theywanttoconstructadeckonthe
westerlyside ThisisanR3ZoningDistrict Theadditionswillnotcomeclosetotheexisting
setback WilliamBarrett 42SouthernBoulevard Newbury MAisthecontractorforthis
project Heindicatedthattheprojectsbeingproposedwilllookthesameaswhatexistsinterms
ofwindowsandsiding Theowner Mr Gillespie spokeandsaidtheyhadmoved2monthsago
andfellinlovewith thecommunity TheywerefortunatetofindthishomeonNeptuneStreet
Theywantedtohavemoreoutdoorlivingspace Thereisgoodprivacyandawoodedlottothe
rear Attorney Griffinindicatedthattheadditionisinkeepingwiththecharacterofthebuilding
Theneighborhoodisrepletewithpreexistingnonconformingstructures Thealterationsbeing
proposedprovidenoexcessmassingorinvasionofprivacy Theproposalisaesthetically
pleasing
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ActingChairmanCiampittiopenedthehearingtopubliccomment

Infavor
None

InOpposition
None

QuestionsfromtheBoard
Mr Gouletaskedaboutthegarageaddition ContractorBarrett indicatedthatitisasinglecar
garage the additionwillallowforstorageMr Penningtonaskediftherewasany magic
relatedtothesizeofthegarage ifanother6inches theywouldhavebeenclearonthesetback
AttorneyGriffinindicatedthattheBuildingInspectorsentthentotheZoningBoardofAppeals
fortheir frontset backonly not forthegarage

Deliberations
Mr LaBayindicatedthatthiswasawell thought out professionalproposalandhadnoissues
Mr Snyder indicatedthattheywerenotexacerbatingnonconformities Itwasagoodplanand
goodfortheneighbors

MotiontoapprovetheSpecialPermit forNonConformitiesmadebyMr LaBay seconded
byMr Pennington

Themotionpassedunanimously
VotesCast
DuncanLaBay approve
RobertCiampitti approve
JamiePennington approve
HowardSnyder approve
RichardGoulet approve

Adjournment
MotiontoadjournmadebyatMr LaBayat7 38pm secondedbyMrGoulet

Themotionpassedunanimously
VotesCast
DuncanLaBay approve
RobertCiampitti approve
JamiePennington approve
HowardSnyder approve
RichardGoulet approve
Respectfullysubmitted JenniferLamarre NoteTaker
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