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For Immediate Release:  March 25, 2020 

 

TEMPORARY EMERGENCY ORDER PROHIBITING THE USE OF REUSABLE BAGS AT 

RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS 

 

To all essential retail establishments: 

In an effort to stop the spread of COVID-19, Mayor Donna Holaday and The Newburyport Health 

Department are issuing a temporary emergency order that prohibits customers at essential retail 

establishments from using reusable bags after purchasing products.  Staff will not be permitted to bag 

products in customers reusable bags and customers are prohibited from bringing reusable bags into the 

establishment.  This order is effective immediately. 

The City of Newburyport supports all efforts to recycle; however, reusable bags that have not been 

disinfected could potentially spread the COVID-19 virus to the staff and customers at these essential 

retail establishments.  Essential retail establishments include grocery stores, Pharmacies, gas stations 

and convenience stores. 
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