Food Establishments’ Disposal of Organic Waste in Newburyport
BACKGROUND:
The City of Newburyport is gathering information on how all food establishments in Newburyport are disposing of their food waste. Please answer the questions on the FOOD WASTE DISPOSAL PLAN NEWBURYPORT. The following information is to aid you in answering these questions.
In order to make more progress towards the state's 90% reduction in disposal goal by 2050, MassDEP lowered the threshold for the commercial organics ban on November 1, 2022 so that it applies to businesses and institutions generating 1,000 pounds or more of food waste (organic material) per week. Food waste exceeding this amount is banned from trash disposal in Massachusetts. 
Limited-Service Restaurants (NAICS 722211) are defined as “establishments primarily engaged in providing food services … where patrons generally order or select items and pay before eating.” Full-Service Restaurants (NAICS 722511) are defined as “establishments primarily engaged in providing food services to patrons who order and are served while seated … and pay after eating.”
In order to simplify the estimation process of how much food waste is generated at your establishment, the city has the adopted the RecyclingWorks meals equivalency guide which uses the following conversion factors: 


For Full-Service Restaurants: 1 pound/per meal; for Limited-Service Restaurants: 0.5 pound/meal.
Examples: 
If you are a full-service restaurant serving 1,000 meals in one week, then:
1 lb/meal * 1,000 meals served/week = 1,000 lbs/week. This amount is equal to or exceeds the waste ban threshold and therefore, food waste cannot be disposed of in normal trash.

If you are a limited-service restaurant serving 1,800 meals in one week, then:
0.5 lbs/meal * 1800 meals served/week = 900 lbs/week < 1,000-pound waste ban threshold

If you are full-service restaurant that does take out—combine the methods:
1 lb/meal * 1,200 meals in house served/week+0.5 lb/meal * 600 take-out meals served/week =
1200 + 300 pounds = 1,500 pounds > 1,000 pound minimum waste ban threshold



Please determine the peak week in which you served the maximum number of meals per week during the past year. Do not use an average number. The method of determining the number of meals per week is to be given, such as receipts for meals, and is subject to independent validation. All food establishments, even those generating less than the food waste threshold, are encouraged to seek means of keeping  their food waste out of the regular trash.
For food establishments sharing waste disposal services in a common area, the combined total is compared against the food waste threshold of 1000 pounds per week.  Each food establishment in a shared area is to estimate their individual contribution.
The means of food waste disposal is to be given. Food waste may include  food preparation and what remains after being served. One of the most convenient methods of disposing food waste is composting. Black Earth Composting is serving several food establishments in Newburyport and picks up food waste, converting it to rich, composted soil. Alternate food waste disposal methods include donating edible food to charities such as the Women’s Crisis Center and Our Neighbor’s Table.
If you would like disposal assistance, RecyclingWorks provides expert advice, even on-site visits, on how to streamline your waste disposal process. These improvements may result in business efficiency benefits, a cleaner and safer disposal process, and better vermin control. The Sustainability Department is planning to sponsor a Food Waste Disposal Workshop in which you can apply for a free on site confidential waste disposal appraisal including your food waste disposal process.
You have an opportunity to get on board and help Newburyport become more of a green city. Join restaurants and homeowners in Newburyport who have already contracted with Black Earth for compost pick up to reduce their waste pick up and carbon footprint significantly. In addition, you can contribute to the health of the Newburyport community.

Resources:
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/recycling-energy-sustainability/pages/restaurant-composting
https://www.mass.gov/guides/commercial-food-material-disposal-ban
https://recyclingworksma.com/food-waste-estimation-guide/#Restaurants
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://blackearthcompost.com/commercial/

