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Minutes of the Newburyport Parks Commission 

3 December 2015 

 

Call to order at 7:12 p.m. 

A quorum was present. 
 
In attendance:  Steve Sawyer, Ann Dykes, Ann Lagasse 
Also in attendance: Lisë Reid, see attached sign in sheet for complete attendance record.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Issues 

Overflow Parking at Cherry Hill Soccer Facility 
Commissioners listened to a presentation by C&J bus lines in which they proposed to use a portion of 
the parking lot at the Cherry Hill athletic facility for “overflow” parking (proposal attached). They 
emphasized that C&J would indemnify Newburyport Youth Soccer Association and the City and 
guarantee the facility be returned to its original condition and that activity would be restricted mainly to 
business hours. Motion to approve overflow parking on a trial basis beginning February 19, 2015 
contingent upon a mutually agreed upon donation to the Newburyport Parks Conservancy  by 
Commissioner Sawyer, seconded by Commissioner Ann Dykes.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 
Parks Commission later advised Director Reid to seek mayoral approval and to ask a $500 per week 
donation to the Newburyport Parks Conservancy for consecutive contract weeks as a starting point for 
negotiations. 
 
Locking Bradley Fuller Athletic Facility 
Director Reid summarized that she had had requests from resident to remove a lock that was installed 
by a resident to block pedestrian access to the Bradley Fuller Athletic Facility and had subsequently 
removed the lock.  Since then another resident had requested the lock be replaced due to heavy sports-
related traffic on Dexter Lane resulting from the pedestrian entrance.  Councilor Robert Cronin voiced 
concerns from residents who prefer the Dexter Lane access to the facility because it is a quicker and 
safer pedestrian route to the facility and to school than using Johnson and Low Streets. He suggested 
“no parking” signs be installed to alleviate the traffic issues. He said he would also like to see a more 
permanent type of gateway installed in place of the chain that was there. Motion to approve leaving 
the gate at Bradley Fuller Athletic Field unlocked and installing “no athletic field parking” signage by 
Commissioner Sawyer, seconded by Commissioner Lagasse.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 
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Cushing Park Book Bins 
Representatives from the Friends of the Council on Aging solicited support from the commission to 
allow them to continue to use Cushing Park as a site for charitable book collection bins. Motion to 
approve leaving the bins at Cushing Park until the beautification project design plans are finalized by 
Commissioner Dykes, seconded by Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Off leash laws enforcement 
Commissioners discussed new, permanent signs based on existing off leash signage designs. Motion to 
approve signs with changes by Commissioner Lagasse, seconded by Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted 
on a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Inn Street Benches 
Commissioners reviewed bench designs to replace existing benches in the Inn Street playground and 
fountain areas. Motion to approve the non-torsion version of the Sedis bench or equivalent by 
Commissioner Ann Lagasse, seconded by Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 

Permitting - Races on Rail Trail 
Commissioners reviewed issues with temporary signage and overcrowding of the trail when used for 
foot races and other organized events.  A proposal to revise permit applications and include a deposit 
was tabled pending further review.  

Bartlet Mall Frog Pond, OPWS 
Commissioners reviewed the Bartlet Mall Commission’s proposal to install the Ocean Pure Water 
System (OPWS) in the Frog Pond to clean the water. Motion to approve installing the OPWS at Frog 
Pond contingent on adequate funding by Commissioner Ann Lagasse, seconded by Commissioner 
Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 

Atwood Park 
Naming of new green space 
Commissioners reviewed a proposal by Director Reid to name the new space at Atwood Park “Garrison 
Gardens” in honor of the birth home of William Lloyd Garrison, which is purported to be located in close 
proximity to the park. Motion to approve the naming of the new space at Atwood Park “Garrison 
Gardens” contingent on confirmation of historical accuracy by Commissioner Lagasse, seconded by 
Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Fencing concern along 9 Atwood Street property line 
Commissioners reviewed an abutter complaint that a new fence erected at Atwood Park blocks her view 
of the Garrison house and reduces light in her yard.  The issue was tabled pending further review. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:05 p.m. 












