Mead, Talerman & Costa, LLC

Attorneys at Law

30 Green Street
Newburyport, MA 01950
Phone 978.463.7700
Fax 978.463.7747

www.mic .'hl'W}’GI‘S LOOm

Millis Office
730 Main Street, Suite 1F
Millis, MA 02054

Phone 508.376.8400

By Hand

July 19, 2021

Rob Ciampitti, Chair

Zoning Board of Appeals

City of Newburyport

City Hall

60 Pleasant Street

Newbutyport, Massachusetts 01950
Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950

Re:  Request for Special Permit and Variance;
20 Atwood Street, Newburyport, MA (the “Property”)
Assessor’s Map: 19 Lot: 12

Dear Chair and Member of the Board:

Reference is made to the above-captioned mattet. In that connection, this firm
represents Alexander and Mary Bruce Rae-Grant the owner of the Property (the
“Applicant”), who are proposing to renovate and add onto this single family home.

Following the prior meeting and based upon comments from the Board, the
Applicants revisited their proposed improvements. To that end, attached please find a
revised site plan and architectural drawings. You will note that the proposed lot coverage
has been reduced from 30.2% to 28.9%.! While still in excess of the required 25%, there is
a reduction in proposed lot coverage. The Applicant’s achieved this by reducing the size of
the proposed shed from 8 “ x 14’ to 7’ x 94” or from 112 square feet to 65 square feet and
reduced the mudroom from 14’ x 8’5 %" to 13’67 x 77 9 2" or from 112 square feet to 99
square feet. Both of these structures provide significant needed function to the property —
and so every inch counts.

As this Board is aware, the proposed modifications are quite modest but resultin a
significant improvement to the first floor living space of the Applicants. The proposed
additions ate sensitive to the size and scale of the home as well as the architecture detail.

Importantly, the Applicants have also received the support of all of their abutters,
several of whom spoke on their behalf at the prior meeting.

As an overall matter, I would be remiss if I did not elucidate on the underlying fact
that it is important for the histotic character and vibrancy of the city to have individuals

! The R-3 zoning district allows for 30% lot coverage. This section of the R-2 is as dense if not more dense
than the R-3 district, just to the west a mere one block, and therefore allowing lot coverage in excess of 25%
but less than 30% is not different than most of the surrounding area.



who purchase historic houses to invest in them so they remain used and lived in within the community. As times
change so do the needs and acceptable living arrangements and uses of our historic structures. Indeed, 2 mere
review of the historic maps of Newburyport show how structutes have changed overtime to meet the needs of the
residents. This indeed is the development of the very fabric of any historic community.

To that end, Alexander and Mary Bruce are proposing modest improvements to this structure. In the
meantime, they are updating it and making slight adjustments to meet the needs of the twenty-first century living.

The Applicants request the Boatd grant the Special Permit for non-conformities as no new non-conformity
is being created for which relief is not being sought and the proposed modifications are not substantially more
detrimental to the structure or neighborhood as set forth in our initial filing. Further, the Applicants request that the
Board grant a variance for Lot Coverage as more fully set forth in its original filing.

Respectfully submitted
Alexander and Mary Bruce Rae-Grant
By their Attorney

Lisa L. Mead

Attachment
cc: client
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RECORD OWNERS:

REFERENCES:
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BRICK  SIDEWALK
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S61°1101"E

28

20 ATWOOD STREET

ALEXANDER D. & MARY BRUCE S.

NEWBURYPORT, MA 01950

DEED BOOK 36213 PAGE 235

PLAN 93 PLAN BOOK 187
PLAN 69 PLAN BOOK 284

No 18
2 STORY
W/F

No. 18 ATWOOD ST

N/F

CONSTANCE PRESTON

Y

N32°11'17'E
70.62'

19

gt 3 ()’

65.34'

PAVER
DRIVEWAY

29.7'

No 20
3 STORY
WiF

LOT AREA
5,064 SF+

—

J

e

18.4'

78

6.3'

STUART & KRISTINE D.
STEINBERG

22

No. 17 MILK ST

N/F

2._07"7":'.:": =

.'.‘L
R

S h

2ND FLOOR

~76.2'~,ETII'~:~:111;1~ Y EREa

PROPOSED
ADDITION

Iy /
i

0 5 10

e ™ —

70.29'
N54 004 ’38UW

20

SCALE: 1"=10'

L

N/F

No. 25 MILK ST

WDFE

79.20'
528°37'62"W

NANCY E. & GREGORY D. EARLS

NOTES:

1.) THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED FROM AN INSTRUMENT
SURVEY PERFORMED ON JANUARY 9, 2020.

2.) SUBSURFACE AND ABOVE GROUND UTILITIES WERE
NOT INCLUDED AS PART OF THIS SURVEY, THEY WERE
NOT RESEARCHED NOR SHOWN HEREON.

3.) ATITLE EXAMINATION WAS NOT PROVIDED FOR THIS

SURVEY. AS SUCH OTHER MATTERS OF RECORD MAY
EXIST AND NOT BE SHOWN HEREON.

ZONING:

R2 (SINGLE FAMILY)
DCOD

No. 22-24 ATWOOD ST
N/F
22-24 ATWOOD STREET
REATLY, LLC

LEGEND:

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE
BULK HEAD

CONCRETE

FOUND

IR IRON ROD

L LANDING

OVERHANG

TO BE REMOVED

WOOD FRAME

CHARLES
J.
BRENNAN

No. 47135

TEL. 978-692-7109
MAY 5, 2021

REV: ADDITIONS SIZE

(EXISTING)

LOT AREA:
FRONTAGE:
FRONT OFFSET:
SIDE OFFSET:
REAR OFFSET:
LOT COVERAGE:
OPEN SPACE:
ACC OFFSET:

(PROPOSED)

LOT AREA:
FRONTAGE:
FRONT OFFSET:
SIDE OFFSET:
REAR OFFSET:
LOT COVERAGE:
OPEN SPACE:
ACC OFFSET:

(REQUIRED)

LOT AREA:
FRONTAGE:
FRONT OFFSET:
SIDE OFFSET:
REAR OFFSET:
LOT COVERAGE:
OPEN SPACE:
ACC OFFSET:

PROPOSED
PLOT PLAN
N

|
NEWBURYPORT, MA

AT 20 ATWOOD STREET
PREPARED FOR

ALEXANDER & MARY BRUCE
RAE-GRANT

BY
SUMMIT SURVEYING INC.

4 S. POND STREET, NEWBURYPORT, MA 01950
WWW.SUMMITSURVEYINGINC.COM

BY: CJB DATE: 7-15-21

5,064 SF
65.34'
2.8

16.2'
16.9'
24.3%
65.1%
1.9

5,064 SF
65.34'
2.8

15.1"
15.3'
28.9%
60.6%
2.0

10,000 SF
90'

25'

10'

25'

25%

40%

6.0’

20-0101
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437 Merrimac Street

Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950
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