
342 Merrimac Street

• 13,315.9 square foot lot

• Constructed circa 1785 in the Federal style

• Constructed by Jacob Whitmore and known as the Jacob Whitmore 
House

• Historically single-family residence

• Purchased by John Currier, Jr. in the 1820s

• Converted to a 2-unit condominium circa 1989



Alterations Over Time

• Updated mid-19th century

• Front second-floor bay added early 20th century

• Rear shed dormer added in 1980



Historical Streetscape



Proposal

• Restoration of the existing residence to its historically single-family 
use

• Preservation of the current two-family use by constructing a second, 
subordinate single-family residence front on Merrimac Court

• Petitioner has given initial presentations to both the Planning Board 
and Historical Commission, Mass Historic has agreed to hold as well

• Zoning Board granted a dimensional variance

• Petitioner has spent the past year working out the details of the 
renovation and restoration
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Proposed Changes to Existing Structure

• Remove later-added front portico

• Remove attached two-story shed at rear of structure

• Remove second-story pressure treated deck and stairs

• Construct 1-story kitchen at rear of structure

• Construct second-story deck above 1-story addition







Proposed Second Residence









Compliance with Section VI-C Requirements

• By-right development envisioned addition to existing structure and 
construction of stand-alone accessory structure facing Merrimac 
Court

• Petitioner proposes granting a preservation restriction on existing 
structure for the public benefit 

• Proposed second structure will have at least 10% less building 
footprint and is subordinate to existing structure

• Adequate access for proposed structure on Merrimac Court

• Petitioner obtained dimensional variance from Zoning Board



Next Steps

• Planning Board approval of proposed plan

• Presentation of proposal to Newburyport Historical Commission for 
preservation restriction for the details of the restoration

• Demolition Delay review for front portico

• Return to Planning Board for final approval


