
Newburyport Historical Commission  
Instructions for a NHC Demolition Permit Application 

 

Rev. 3/25/20  Instructions 

 
Please use a separate application for each structure proposed for demolition/roof line change. 
 
Please provide a .pdf file and one (1) hard copy of the information below collated in the following order: 
 

  Completed NHC Demolition Permit Application form on the following pages 
 

  Zoning Determination form from the Zoning Administrator showing required permits 
 

 Assessor’s card for the property available from the Assessor’s Office or from the following website: 
http://gis.vgsi.com/newburyportma/  

 
 If available, a copy of the District Data Sheet page for the subject property that was prepared in 
connection with the Newburyport Historic District:  
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/historical-commission/files/district-data-sheets 

  
  If available, a copy of the Form B survey* from the following website: 
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/historical-commission/pages/historic-property-surveys 

 
  A site plan showing the location of the existing structure with reference to neighboring buildings  

 
  Existing conditions photographs of all street façade elevations 

 
  Photographs showing the structure in context of the property and/or neighborhood. 

 
  Proposed site plans and exterior elevation plans specifically identifying the components to be 
demolished and those to remain. 

 
  For projects claiming structural instability, provide a written report from a licensed professional 
engineer on the structure’s soundness 

and  
  An application fee of $100.  Please make checks payable to the “City of Newburyport.” 

 

http://gis.vgsi.com/newburyportma/
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/historical-commission/files/district-data-sheets
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/historical-commission/pages/historic-property-surveys


Newburyport Historical Commission  
DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
 

Rev. 12/10/19 

Property Address:                
 
Applicant:                 
 
Address:                 
 
Phone:         Email:          
 
Owner  (if different)              
 
Year built:         Area (sq. ft.):       
 
Architectural style:               
 
The structure is:   A principal structure which is in whole or in part 75 or more years old 
   An accessory structure 100 or more years old 
   Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
   Previously designated by the Commission to be a significant building     
 
Structure type: Residential:  Single Family    Two-Family  Multi-Family 
 
   Outbuilding:   Specify:           
 
   Commercial:   Specify:          
     
   Institutional:   Specify:           
 
A District Data Sheet is:   attached  not available for this structure  
A Form B survey is:    attached  not available for this structure  
 
Demolition type:   Full Building Demolition        
   Partial Building Demolition   
   Roof Line Change   
 
Description of the building or structure (or part thereof) to be demolished:  
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Location 490 MERRIMAC ST MBLU 69/ 4/ / /

Owner SULLIVAN JOAN F Assessment $369,800

PID 4580 Building Count 1

Owner SULLIVAN JOAN F
Co-Owner
Address 490 MERRIMAC STREET

NEWBURYPORT, MA 01950

Sale Price $0
Certificate
Book & Page 5391/ 24

Sale Date 09/06/1966

 

490 MERRIMAC ST

Current Value

Assessment

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2020 $130,500 $239,300 $369,800

Owner of Record

Ownership History

Ownership History

Owner Sale Price Certificate Book & Page Sale Date

SULLIVAN JOAN F $0  5391/ 24 09/06/1966

Year Built: 1890
Living Area: 994

Building Attributes

Field Description

Style Conventional

Model Residential

Stories: 1 Story

Occupancy 1

Exterior Wall 1 Clapboard

Exterior Wall 2  

Roof Structure: Gable/Hip

Building Information

Building 1 : Section 1



/

Legend

Land Use Land Line Valuation

Extra Features

Extra Features

No Data for Extra Features 

Land

Roof Cover Asph/F Gls/Cmp

Interior Wall 1 Drywall/Sheet

Interior Wall 2 Plastered

Interior Flr 1 Pine/Soft Wood

Interior Flr 2  

Heat Fuel Gas

Heat Type: Steam

AC Type: None

Total Bedrooms: 2 Bedrooms

Total Bthrms: 1

Total Half Baths: 0

Total Xtra Fixtrs:  

Total Rooms: 5 Rooms

Bath Style: Average

Kitchen Style: Average

Legend

Building Photo

(http://images.vgsi.com/photos/NewburyportMAPhotos//\00\00\06/38.jpg)

Building Layout

(http://images.vgsi.com/photos/NewburyportMAPhotos//Sketches/4580_474

Building Sub-Areas (sq ft)

Code Description
Gross
Area

Living
Area

BAS First Floor 994 994

UAT Attic 798 0

UBM Basement, Unfinished 994 0

UEP Porch, Enclosed, Unfinished 84 0

  2,870 994

http://images.vgsi.com/photos/NewburyportMAPhotos///00/00/06/38.jpg
http://images.vgsi.com/photos/NewburyportMAPhotos//Sketches/4580_4748.jpg


/

Use Code 1010
Description SINGLE FAM  

Size (Acres) 0.25
Depth 0
Assessed Value $239,300

Legend

(c) 2020 Vision Government Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved.

Outbuildings

Outbuildings

No Data for Outbuildings 

Valuation History

Assessment

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2019 $120,900 $239,300 $360,200









 

 CONSULTING STRUCTURAL ENGINEER, INC. 
336 Baker Avenue              978-461-6100 
Concord, MA 01720           www.cse-ma.com  

 

August 14, 2020 
 

Mr. Adam Metcalf 
 

Email: admetcalf@mac.com 
 

Re:  Structural Assessment of Existing Conditions at 490 Merrimac St., Newburyport, MA 

 

Dear Mr. Metcalf: 
 

In response to your request to perform a structural assessment regarding the building at 
490 Merrimac St., Newburyport, MA, Michael Berry observed existing structural conditions 
with you on August 4, 2020.  This report summarizes my findings, professional opinion 

and structural recommendations. 
 

FINDINGS 
 

The single-family, single-story, Conventional-style residence and attic were constructed 
facing south on Merrimac St. in 1890 as shown on the photos and Assessor sketch below. 
 

   
ORIGINAL BUILDING         BUILDING SKETCH 

 
 

   
WEST SIDE ADDITION             EAST SIDE ADDITION 

 

 

mailto:admetcalf@mac.com
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During our assessment, we observed and noted the following structural deficiencies: 
 

1. Deteriorated exterior clapboards, chimney and roof shingles (see photos 1 and 2). 
2. Deteriorated fieldstone with brick & mortar foundation walls (see photos 3 and 4). 
3. Exterior stairs uncovered and allow water intrusion into basement (see photo 5). 
4. Moisture intrusion throughout the interior rooms (see photo 6). 
5. Antiquated timber framing with posts extending below grade (see photo 7). 
6. Foundation demolished and grade exposed at additions (see photos 7 and 8).  
7. Balloon framed walls extend beyond attic floor to support roof (see photo 9). 
8. Chimney demolished and abandoned in the attic above kitchen (see photo 9). 
9. Lack of attic headroom or ventilation beneath the roof (see photos 10 and 11). 
10. Stairs to attic are steep and difficult to climb (see photo 12).  

 
PROFESSIONAL OPINION AND STRUCTURAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

As a registered professional engineer in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I offer my 
structural opinion and recommendations regarding the findings noted above. 

1. The exterior clapboards and shingles are beyond repair and the brick and mortar 
chimney is severely deteriorated and caused moisture intrusion in interior rooms.  
We recommend replacement of the clapboards, asphalt roof shingles and 
deteriorated chimney bricks and repoint the mortar joints. 
   

2. The fieldstone and brick and mortar foundation walls are severely deteriorated.  
We recommend repointing the fieldstone and brick and mortar foundation walls. 
 

3. The moisture intrusion at the exterior stairs to the basement causes deterioration.  
We recommend repointing the fieldstone stairs and installing a bulkhead covering. 

 

4. The substandard timber framing does not comply with the current building code.  
We recommend reinforcement of the timber framing and replacement of the timber 
posts with Lally columns bearing on concrete piers. 
 

5. The exposed grade in the basement allows moisture intrusion and deterioration.  
We recommend leveling grades and installing a concrete slab over a vapor barrier. 
 

6. The balloon framed walls and antiquated roof framing do not comply with current 
code requirements for snow and wind loads.  We recommend demolition and 
removal of the abandoned chimney and replacement of the wall and roof framing 
in the attic to resist code loads and provide adequate headroom and ventilation. 
 

7. The attic stairs are too steep and do not provide sufficient headroom for safety.  
We recommend relocation and reconstruction of code compliant attic stairs. 
 

The overall cost of recommended structural repairs noted above may exceed the cost to 
demolish and reconstruct the entire building.  We recommend a cost to benefit analysis. 
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We reserve the right to amend these findings, professional opinion and structural 
recommendations should additional information become available.  If you wish to discuss 
this report, please contact us directly at 978-461-6100.   
 

Yours truly, 
 

 
Michael J. Berry, P.E., SECB 
 

Attachments: Photographs 1 through 12 taken by Michael J. Berry on August 4, 2020 
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Photo 1 Deteriorated exterior clapboards 

 

  

 

Photo 2 Deteriorated chimney bricks and aged roof shingles  
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Photo 3 Brick and mortar deterioration on the West side foundation 

 

 
 

Photo 4 Fieldstone and brick wall deterioration on the North side foundation wall 
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Photo 5 Exterior stairs uncovered and allow water intrusion into basement 

 

 
 

Photo 6 Moisture intrusion throughout the interior rooms 
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Photo 7 Antiquated timber framing with posts extending below grade and foundation walls demolished 

 

  
 

Photo 8 Foundation walls partially demolished to allow additions 
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Photo 9 Balloon framed walls to support roof and chimney demolished and abandoned in the attic 

 

 
 

Photo 10 Lack of attic headroom 
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Photo 11 Ventilation beneath the roof 
 

 
 

Photo 12 Stairs to attic are steep and difficult to climb 
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	Property Address: 490 Merrimac Street
	Applicant: 490 Merrimac St. Realty Trust c/o Lisa Mead, MTC LLC
	Address: 30 Green Street, Newburyport MA
	Phone: 978-463-7700, ext. 101
	Email: lisa@mtclawyers.com
	Owner if different: 
	Year built: 1890
	Area sq ft: 2870 (gross)
	Architectural style: Conventional 
	A principal structure which is in whole or in part 75 or more years old: On
	An accessory structure 100 or more years old: Off
	Listed on the National Register of Historic Places: Off
	Previously designated by the Commission to be a significant building: Off
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	not available for this structure: On
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	Full Building Demolition: On
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	Roof Line Change: Off
	Description of the building or structure or part thereof to be demolished 1: See attached memorandum.


