












WILLIAM S. YOUNG 
Historic Preservation Consultant 

44 Warwick Road  
West Newton, MA   02465 

(617) 875-5270  
wwsyoung58@gmail.com  

5 March 2021 

 
 
City of Newburyport 
Planning Board 
60 Pleasant Street, P.O. Box 550 
Newburyport, MA   01950 
ATTN: Andy Port, Planning Director  

 
RE: Institution for Savings, 93 State Street 

Dear Chairman Sontag and Members of the Board: 

At its February review of the proposed addition to the IFS building at 93 State Street, the Planning Board 
expressed an interest in additions to historic buildings whose footprints are larger than those of their 
original envelopes,  I am pleased to provide several examples constructed in other Massachusetts 
communities over the past two decades.  All have been deemed appropriate under the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards under the rigorous Ch. 254 review process of the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. 

Approved and completed in 2001, the addition to the Thomas Crane Public Library in Quincy (see fig. 1, 
atached) doubled the size of the historic building, a National Historic Landmark built in 1881 to the 
designs of the celebrated American architect Henry Hobson Richardson. After receiving previous 
additions in the 1930s and 1970s, the original building’s footprint now represents no more than a third of 
the existing facility. 

The Needham Free Public Library (Fig. 2), completed in 1915 to the designs of James H. Ritchie, was 
expanded by an addition in 2008 which doubled the structure’s original volume.  While repeating the red 
brick and marble trimmings of the historic building, the addition’s design is distinctly contemporary in 
feeling. 

In the Town of Milton, the historic Public Library, completed in 1902 to the designs of Shepley, Rutan & 
Coolidge received an addition in 2010 that is approximately twice the size of the original structure (see 
Figs. 3 & 4).  As with the Needham example, the addition’s materials palette recalls that of the historic 
building while pursuing a more contemporary expression. 
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I believe the projects described above illustrate how an addition may appropriately differ from its original 
building in size as well as in style and materials while meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  I 
hope your review of the proposed IFS addition will be enhanced by your review of these examples. 

Thanking you for your consideration, 

Very truly,  

William S. Young  

William S. Young 
Historic Preservation Consultant  



Thomas Crane Public Library
Quincy, Massachusetts
Built in 1881 | Expansion completed in 2001



Needham Free Public Library
Needham, Massachusetts
Built in 1915 | Expansion completed in 2008 



Milton Public Library
Milton, Massachusetts
Built 1902 | Expansion completed in 2010
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