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City of Newburyport          June 1, 2020 
Historical Commission 
Mr. Glenn Richards, Chairperson 
60 Pleasant Street 
Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950 
 
 
Re: Site Visit to 35 Munroe Street 
       Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950 
 
Dear Mr. Richards: 
 
On Thursday, May 28, 2020, I performed a field inspection of the kitchen, upstairs and sunroom 
portions of the property located at 35 Munroe Street in Newburyport, Massachusetts. The purpose of 
my inspection was to determine the current structural condition of the ¾ Story portion of the home 
(200 SF+/-) and the sunporch (144 SF+/-) and the feasibility of rehabilitating this part of the house. 
The original structure was built in 1850 according to City of Newburyport data from the Assessor’s 
Department. The original home is 2 stories with approximately 1250 SF+/- of living area. 
 
Kitchen/Second Story Section 
 
This portion of the home was not part of the original construction of the home but was constructed in 
the early1900’s according to the homeowner, Mr. Eric Lingerman. The foundation of this part of the 
home consists of tree trunks, wood framing and brick columns [See Image 17-21, 39, 56]. 
 
The floors throughout this part of the home are excessively out of level (greater than an inch per foot) 
[See Images 9-11, 24,26, 49,51]. The entire structure is sloping towards the rear of the lot. There are 
numerous cracks in the walls and ceilings throughout the kitchen and upstairs bedroom and bathroom [ 
See Images xx]. 
 
Sunporch 
 
The existing sunroom is attached to the kitchen and was constructed during the 1980’s according to 
the owner, Mr. Lingerman. The sunroom is sloping in the same direction as the kitchen [Image 1]. 
The floors are also sloping towards the rear of the lot. I observed some dry rot on the exterior wood 
support beams/joists of the sunporch. 
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Conclusions 
 
The kitchen/pantry/upstairs bedroom/bathroom portion of this home appears to have reached the end 
of its useful life. The existing foundation for this part of the home consists of various materials 
including brick, tree trunks and wood framing which have settled over time leading to the unlevel 
floors above. Repairing/rehabilitating this portion of the house would involve the jacking/ shoring of 
not only this structure but also the sunroom which is attached. Due to the age and shoddiness of the 
existing framing [See Images 47, 48], it is not clear that the structure could be sufficiently stabilized 
during the jacking process. This would lead to the structure shifting and collapsing under its own 
weight.  
 
Therefore, it is my opinion that attempting to salvage this portion of the house is not feasible nor cost 
effective and it is my recommendation that this portion of the house be demolished and reconstructed 
with new concrete foundations, footings and framing materials. 
 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or require additional assistance.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
Thomas M. Callery, P.E. 
Massachusetts P.E. No.33440/ Exp. 06/20 
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