
342 Merrimac Street
• Seeking Preservation Restriction Restoration Plan approval
• Excerpt from July 11, 2018 Historical Commission meeting minutes:
“Sarah White moved to inform the Planning Board that the Historical 
Commission would accept the placement of a preservation restriction 
on 342 Merrimac Street. Stephen Dodge seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously approved.”
• Planning Board requested shift of proposed second house on lot, 

requiring a dimensional variance from the Zoning Board
• Applicant received a dimensional variance from the Zoning Board
• Planning Board public hearing for a Section VI-C Special Permit is 

open with next meeting scheduled for June 3, 2020
• Applicant seeks approval for proposed restoration



342 Merrimac Street

• Federal-style residence constructed circa 1785 by Jacob Whitmore
• Known as the Jacob Whitmore House
• Historically a single-family residence
• Purchased by John Currier, Jr. in 1840
• Converted to a 2-unit condominium circa 1989
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Alterations to the Original House

• Updated in the mid-19th century
• Front second-floor bay added early 20th century
• Two-story ell extended at the rear of the house post-1924 according 

to review of an 1880 bird’s eye view and the 1924 Assessor’s Map
• Rear shed dormer added in 1980



Proposal

• Restoration of the existing residence to its historically single-family 
use

• Preservation of the current two-family use by constructing a second, 
subordinate single-family residence front on Merrimac Court

• Petitioner is seeking a Section VI-C Special Permit from the Planning 
Board for the project and the public hearing is open with the next 
appearance scheduled for June 2nd



Proposed Partial Demolition
• Demolish the later-added front portico and second-floor bay
• Demolish the two-story ell extension at the rear of the residence



Proposed Partial Demolition
• July 11, 2018 Historical Commission meeting minutes regarding the front 

portico:

“The bay window would be removed and the front entry would be restored.”



Proposed Additions to Existing Structure

• Construct a 1-story kitchen at rear of structure
• Construct a second-story deck above the 1-story addition
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