
HUGHES ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING 
44 MERRIMAC STREET, NEWBURYPORT, MA 01950   PO BOX 392, CONCORD, MA 01742 
PHONE 978.465.5400 ● FAX 978.465.8100  PHONE/FAX 978.369.2100  
EMAIL THUGHES@HUGHESENVR.COM 

May 28, 2021 

Mr. Joe Teixeira, Chairman 
Newburyport Conservation Commission 
60 Pleasant Street 
Newburyport, MA 01950 

Dear Chairman Teixeira and Members of the Commission: 

I am writing on behalf of Lorraine and Michael Riley to request an amendment to the approved 
plans for 2 Spofford Street, DEP file number 051-0972 and approval of the landscape plan 
required by the conditional approval.  Attached you will find an updated plan showing a revised 
driveway layout as well as walkways and patios incorporated into the landscape plan.  
Additionally, we have attached a landscape plan with further detail on the number of plants, 
species and locations. 

The changes to the driveway layout simplify the ability to turn a car around, which is necessary 
as backing out on Spofford Street at this location is unsafe due to the heavy traffic and limited 
site lines.  The change does increase the impact areas within the outer riparian zone, but still 
maintains the total alteration for the single-family home well below the 5,000 sf limit within 310 
CMR 10.58. 

Additionally, the landscape plan and updated site plan includes patio areas which are exempt as 
minor activities as they are located within existing lawn areas.  While the patios are not proposed 
as pervious, the runoff from the patio areas will have significant lawn area surrounding them in 
which to infiltrate any runoff. 

We have filed this as an amendment since the changes include the driveway work, which.is not 
exempt and does result in an increased alteration area within the outer riparian zone. 

I look forward to discussing this with the Commission on June 15, 2021. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas G. Hughes, BS, MA

Enclosures:  Abutters Notice
  Site Plan 
  Landscape Plan



      HUGHES ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING  
            44 MERRIMAC STREET, NEWBURYPORT, MA 01950                    PO BOX 392, CONCORD, MA 01742 
            PHONE 978.465.5400 ● FAX 978.465.8100              PHONE/FAX 978.369.2100  
            EMAIL THUGHES@HUGHESENVR.COM 
 

Notification to Abutters Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
and the Newburyport Wetlands Ordinance 

 
In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, 
Section 40 and the City of Newburyport’s Wetlands Ordinance, you are hereby notified of the 
following. 

 
A. The name of the applicant is Lorraine and Michael Riley. 
B. The applicant has filed an amended Notice of Intent with the Conservation 

Commission for the City of Newburyport seeking permission to remove, fill, dredge, 
or alter an Area subject to Protection under the Wetlands Protection Act (General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 40) and the City of Newburyport’s Wetlands Ordinance.  
The amendment seeks approval for landscaping changes and a revised 
layout for the driveway. 

 
C. The address of the lot where the activity is proposed is: 2 Spofford Street 

 
D. The Public Hearing will be held on June 15, 2021 at 7 pm. Said hearing shall be 

located either in the Senior/Community Center or online via remote participation with 
confirmation and access information to be posted on the City Website meetings 
calendar at www.cityofnewburyport.com/calendar. All interested parties should look to 
the meetings calendar on the City website as the hearing date approaches. 

 
E. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be examined by visiting 

www.cityofnewburyport.com/conservation-commission and selecting the meeting 
agenda. 

 
F. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be obtained from applicant's representative 

Hughes Environmental Consulting, by calling 978-465-5400 between the hours of 9 
and 4:30, on the following days of the week: Monday thru Thursday. 

 
NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be published at 

least five (5) days in advance in the Newburyport Daily News. 
 
NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be posted in 

Newburyport City Hall not less than forty-eight (48) hours in advance. 
 
NOTE: You also may contact the Newburyport Conservation Commission or the Department 

of Environmental Protection Northeast Regional Office for more information about 
this application or the Wetlands Protection Act. To contact the Newburyport 
Conservation Commission, please email jgodtfredsen@cityofnewburyport.com. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding this hearing or the application, 
 
Thomas G. Hughes, BS, MA 

http://www.cityofnewburyport.com/calendar
http://www.cityofnewburyport.com/conservation-commission
mailto:jgodtfredsen@cityofnewburyport.com
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