
Application for

NHC Demolition Permit

October 22nd, 2020

159 Water Street,
Newburyport



Requested Findings

• Structure is historically significant.
• Structure be preferably preserved.
• Approve the proposed renovations, 

releasing it from demolition delay.



• Project Summary
• Historical Records
• Existing Conditions, Narrative
• Existing Conditions
• Proposed Project, Narrative
• Proposed Project, Plans



159 Water Street,
Newburyport

Project Summary

• Renovation, ordinance compliance 
(§ XIII E-3).

• Removing and replacing upper
section of rear addition, creating 
full-head height for bathroom on 
second floor. 

• Differentiate between original 
historic structure, later added 
additions. 



159 Water Street,
Newburyport

Historical Records

Historical Records
• Listed as “Contributary” on District 

Data Sheets
• Built pre-1800
• Timber frame house; “astylistic

Victorian”
• No Form B



159 Water Street,
Newburyport

Historical Records

Historical Records
• Title search back to 1838;
• Once owned by Moses Brown, 

second wealthiest person in 
Newburyport in early 1800s, who 
imported sugar and molasses, and 
owned a rum distillery; 

• Property was a store at one time, 
operated by Ebenezer Plummer, who 
purchased the property in 1838;

• Property use changed to a home in or 
around 1929;

• Used to be surrounded by wharves 
(later filled).







159 Water Street,
Newburyport

Existing Conditions

Existing Conditions
• Adjacent to Joppa Historic 

District,
• 1,620 sf living area
• 2 story home
• WMD, DCOD, AE Zone
• Mechanical equipment on lower 

level
• Adjacent to Joppa Historic District



























159 Water Street,
Newburyport

Project Summary
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(§ XIII E-3).
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