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Newburyport Zoning Board of Appeals                      
Application for DCOD SPECIAL PERMIT

 
 
Petitioner:                
 
Mailing Address:                 
 
Phone:         Email:          
 
Property Address:               
 
Map and Lot(s):       Book and Page:       
 
Zoning District:         
 
Owner(s) Name:                 
 
Mailing Address (if different):               
 
A Request for Historical Report was submitted to the Historical Commission on:       
 
The applicant is requesting a Special Permit under Section XXVIII – Demolition Control Overlay District for the following 
request:
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any advice, opinion, or information given by any board member or any other official or employee of the City of Newburyport shall not be binding on 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.  It shall be the responsibility of the petitioner to furnish all supporting documentation with this application.  The dated 
copy of this application received by the City Clerk or Planning Office does not absolve the petitioner from this responsibility.  The petitioner shall be 
responsible for all expenses for the filing, publication, and legal notification.  Failure to comply with the application requirements, as cited herein and 
in the Zoning Board Rules and Regulations may result in a dismissal by the ZBA of this application as incomplete. 
 

 By checking this box and typing my name below, I am electronically signing this application. 
 
 
        
Petitioner 
  

 By checking this box and typing my name below, I am electronically signing this application. 
 
 
        
Owner (if different) 
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NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

 
Under the City of Newburyport Zoning Ordinance (section X-F violations) and the decisions and 
permits issued thereunder: 
 
To: Michael Gray 
 12 Harrison Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 
 
Site: 12 Harrison Street 
 
Date: August 11, 2020 
 
Notice: It has come to the attention of the Office of Planning and Development that you or your 
agents are in violation of the Newburyport Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Reported Activity: 
 
Based on site observation on August 10, 2020 and reports of prior demolition it is apparent that 
the scope of demolition is in violation of that represented in your zoning review request 
materials, ZBA Special Permit for Non-conformities (2020-037) and Historic Commission Demo 
Delay (04/09/20) applications as well as that allowed for under XXVIII Demolition Control 
Overlay District (DCOD) and associated building permits issued thereunder.  

“XXVIII-D Definitions  

2. Demolition of a building or structure: Demolition of greater than twenty five (25) percent of all 
exterior walls of a building structure, measured based upon their total surface area, regardless of 
the visibility of such walls from a street, way or public body of water.”  

Required Action: 

Immediately cease demolition and secure the structure from the elements and vandalism. Then 
contact the Newburyport Zoning Administrator to schedule a meeting with the authorities having 
jurisdiction to discuss the next steps. 
 
Failure to cease the above referenced demolition in excess of Special Permits issued under the 
NZO is subject to section X-G, Prosecution of Violations, and upon issuance of an Enforcement 
Order may incur a penalty for violations of up to $300.00 per day for each offense. 

“XXXVIII-E 8. Additional penalties for unauthorized demolition: In addition to any other 
penalties under applicable law, without prior written approval by the SPGA, no building permit 
shall be issued for a period of three (3) years with respect to any premises at which an historic 
building or structure has been intentionally demolished without a DCOD-SP having been first  
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obtained in compliance with the this section. Such three-year period shall commence after the 
date upon which such demolition has been completed or suspended, whether voluntarily or by 
legal compulsion.  For purposes of this subsection, “premises” shall mean both (a) the lot upon 
which the demolished historic building, structure, or architectural feature was located, and (b) all 
abutting lots under common ownership or control of such lot at the time of demolition.”  

Appeals arising under the enforcement of this ordinance shall be taken pursuant to M.G.L 40A 
within thirty (30) days from the date of the order by filing a notice of appeal, specifying the 
grounds thereof, with the City Clerk, who shall forthwith transmit copies thereof to such officer 
whose order or decision is being appealed and to the Zoning Board of Appeals.   

If you do not understand the requirements of Zoning Ordinance of the City of Newburyport the 
Zoning Administrator and the Office of Planning and Development and its staff will make every 
effort to assist you in complying with the law.  Additionally, you can find links to the relevant 
zoning regulations on the City of Newburyport website at: 
http://www.cityofnewburyport.com/Planning/  
 

Questions and communications regarding this Notice may be directed to: 

Jennifer Blanchet 
Newburyport Zoning Administrator  
& Enforcement Officer 
978-465-4400 x 1227 
Jblanchet@cityofnewburyport.com 

 

http://www.cityofnewburyport.com/Planning/conservation.html
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