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CITY OF NEWBURYPORT 

    IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

 
  ORDERED:           

 

       May 9, 2022 

 
That the City Council appropriates or reserves from the Community Preservation Act FY 2023 estimated 
revenues, in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 44B, for the following projects, based upon 
the Community Preservation Committee’s recommendation, the total amount of $1,422,370. The source 
of funds shall be FY2023 estimated revenues in the amount of $1,333,644.33 and the Community 
Preservation Fund Balance in the amount of $178,773.97.  Each project listed below shall be considered 
a separate appropriation or reservation in the amount indicated for that project. Any conditions or 
stipulations indicated within the Community Preservation Committee’s recommendation, incorporated 
herein, shall be considered a condition of this appropriation and subsequent grant award. 

 
Project 

No. 

 

Project Title 
 

Applicant 
  

Request 
 

Recommendation 

 

 
1 

Priority Housing Needs 
and Update to Housing 
Production Plan 

 

 
Affordable Housing Trust 

 

 
$230,000 

 

 
$230,000 

 

2 
 
Old South Clock Face 

 
Old South Church 

  
$4,650 

 
$4,650 

 

 
3 

Cushing House 
Architectural 
Preservation 

 
Historical Society of Old 
Newbury 

  

 
$69,750 

 

 
$69,750 

 

 
4 

 
Bartlet Mall Frog Pond 
Improvements 

 
Parks Commission & 
Department 

  

 
$2,790,000 

$216,000 (plus 15 
yr BOND of 
$2,574,000) 

 

5 
 
Open Space Reserve Fund 

 
Open Space Committee 

  
$100,000 

 
$100,000 

 

6 
Heritage Tree 
Preservation 

Proprietors of Oak Hill 
Cemetery 

  
$10,000 

 
$10,000 

 
7 

 

Joppa Park Improvement 
Project 

 

Parks Commission & 
Department 

  
$115,000 

 
$15,000 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/4279
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47873
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47873
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47873
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47873
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47873
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48163
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48163
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48351
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47988
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47988
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48077
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48077
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8 
Lower Atkinson Common 
Improvement Project 

Parks Commission & 
Department 

  
$1,157,803 

 
$525,000 

 

 
9 

Market Landing Park 
Expansion (Central 
Waterfront) 

 
Office of Planning & 
Development 

  

 
$3,000,000 

 
$0 (15 yr BOND of 

$3,000,000) 

 

10 
Newburyport Black 
History Initiative 

Office of Planning & 
Development 

  
$53,000 

 
$53,000 

    

 
Total: 

 

 
$9,280,303 

 
$1,223,400 Current 
$5,574,000 Bonds 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48083
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48083
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48164
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48164
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48164
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48164
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48164
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48171
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48171
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11 NHS Stadium Bond Payment $124,980 

12 Cherry Hill Soccer Field Bond Payment $11,740 

13 Fuller Field Track Renovation, Phase Two Bond Payment $50,250 

14 Administrative Costs $12,000 

 Total: $198,970 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Councilor Sharif I. Zeid 
 

 
 

Approve: Attest: 
Date: 

 

 

In City Council May 9, 2022: 

Motion to waive the rules to accept the late files and refer to Budget & Finance by Councillor Zeid, 

seconded by Councillor McCauley. Roll call vote. 11 yes. Motion passes. 
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NEWBURYPORT COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FY23 APPROPRIATIONS 

 
The Newburyport Community Preservation Committee recommends that the City Council appropriate or 
reserve, as indicated $1,422,370 from Community Preservation Fund Revenues for the projects and bond 
payments, in the amounts, in the categories, and subject to the conditions hereinafter described. 

 
The following CONDITIONS are common to recommended current appropriations and exclude 
recommended reservations and bonded amounts: 

 

A. Each recipient of funds is required to submit to the CPC a written report on the status of 
the project by each October 15, January 15, April 15 and July 15 following appropriation 
and until final completion of the project. 

 

B. If a project is not completed within twenty-four (24) months of appropriation, the grantee 
must submit a written request to the CPC for an extension of the grant. Otherwise, funds 
may be subject to rescission and returned to Community Preservation Fund Reserves 
(applicable to appropriations, not to reservations). 

 

C. Full funding is conditioned upon the receipt of state matching funds, estimated to be 
32.3% of local revenue, expected in November 2022. 

 
Attached are: 

 

1. A draft Council Order and table summarizing all CPC recommendations 
 

2. Recommendations for project numbers 1-14, with summaries for each 
 

3. Criteria for project evaluation adopted and published by the CPC 
 

Estimated Community Preservation Fund Revenues available for appropriation or reservation in FY 2023 
total $1,512,418. This figure includes estimated receipts of the local CPA surcharge through fiscal year 
end 2022, accumulated interest, the anticipated 32.3% state matching funds expected to be received in 
November 2022, current uncommitted and unreserved funds, and the returned funds from completed 
and closed-out projects. 

 
Applications for all projects are available for review on the City website at the following URL: 

 
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/community-preservation-committee 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 

 
Community Preservation Committee Members 

 
Michael Dissette, Chair Jane Healey, Vice Chair 
Mark Rosen Paul Healy 
Tom O’Brien Don Walters 
Don Little Joe Morgan 
Charles Griffin 

https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/community-preservation-committee
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PROJECT NO. 1 
Priority Housing Needs and Update to Housing Production Plan 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $230,000 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the 
Newburyport Affordable Housing Trust for priority housing needs and to update the City’s Housing 
Production Plan. 

 
The CPA category is Affordable Housing. 

 
Project Summary: The Newburyport Affordable Housing Trust (the “Trust”) is requesting a total 
of $230,000 in Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding for two projects: (1) a ‘set-aside’ of $200,000 
for affordable housing development initiatives (including the Brown School), and (2) $30,000 to be used 
for consultant services to update to the City’s Housing Production Plan (HPP). The Trust is seeking CPA 
funding to be added to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund to be used for imminent and future housing 
development projects located throughout the community to encourage private developers to both 
increase the number of affordable homes they create and to offer them at varying levels of 
affordability.  The requested funding will be used for the purposes of incentivizing private developers to 
(1) create more affordable residences than the baseline minimums, if any, established by local and state 
regulations, and (2) offer them at varying levels of affordability, i.e. 30%, 50% and 80% AMI.  The 
funding may also be used for the services of affordable housing specialists who understand housing 
development generally. This would enable the Trust to objectively review the financials of a 
development project to determine the feasibility of requesting deeper levels of affordability from the 
developer without compromising the financial success of a development project. State funds for 
affordable housing development are awarded through a highly competitive process and the state 
requires a commitment of local funding to leverage millions of dollars of state resources. Municipalities 
often rely on CPA funds for this local match. Thus, the Trust has sought to secure funds for this CPA 
purpose with the hope that there will be several affordable housing development opportunities over 
time. 

 
The Trust is also requesting $30,000 to be used for consultant services for an update of the  City’s  
Housing Production Plan. A Housing Production Plan is a community’s proactive strategy for planning 
and developing affordable housing by creating a strategy to enable it to meet its affordable housing 
needs in a manner consistent with the Chapter 40B statute and regulation. The City’s current Housing 
Production Plan expires 10/31/23 and is used as a City-wide resource to guide development, through 
specific objectives and goals, in a way to ensure that safe, adequate housing is available to individuals 
and families at extremely low-, low- and moderate-income brackets.  The Housing Production Plan 
provides a roadmap for policies, projects, initiatives, and regulatory changes that will help Newburyport 
create more affordable housing opportunities, retain the current stock of affordable units and support 
a diverse population with a range of incomes. 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48162
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/affordable-housing-trust/pages/housing-production-plan
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/affordable-housing-trust/pages/housing-production-plan
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/affordable-housing-trust/pages/housing-production-plan
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PROJECT NO. 2 
Old South Clock Face 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $4,650 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the Old South 
Church for the clock face painting project. 

 
The CPA category for this appropriation is Historic Preservation. 

 
Project Summary: The venerated and historic Albert Plummer memorial Old South Church clock face is in 
need of painting. Originally installed in 1785, and upgraded to a modern 1896 E Howard Model #2 weight 
driven tower clock, the clock face, hands, numerals, and minute markers are rapidly deteriorating and in 
need of paint.  This project will paint those parts, as well as provide a fresh coat of black paint for the face of 
the clock. 

 
There is a current Preservation Restriction executed in 1986 and held by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission in perpetuity for the Old South Church. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 3 
Cushing House Architectural Preservation 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $69,750 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the Museum 
of Old Newbury for the Cushing House Architectural Preservation project. 

 
The CPA category for this appropriation is Historic Preservation. 

 
Project Summary: The project consists of the restoration and reconstruction of Federal period 
architectural elements on the exterior of the Cushing House. This work will include rope band and bead 
molding, crown molding, frieze board trim blocks, dentil block molding, soffit trim, fascia trim, and 
reconstruction of the original gutters. All woodwork will be custom milled to match the existing. 
Additionally, the severely deteriorated shutters will be replaced to match the originals on the High 
Street facade of the house. Other shutters will be salvaged and restored to replace failed shutters on the 
other three sides of the house. The museum will commit $10,463 toward the full project cost of 
$80,213. The primary goals of the project are to preserve as much of the original 1808 fabric, to 
preserve the functionality of the structure as a whole, and to improve safety for visitors to the museum 
and gardens. The nature of the work is highly specialized, and the cost is significant. Due to financial 
restraints, the museum will phase the work. 

 
Phase I: Assess all trim elements and take samples of those to be reconstructed. Custom mill work will be 
implemented. The gutters will be assessed for utility. Seriously deteriorated shutters, such as the fanlight 
shutter over the main entrance on High Street, will be reconstructed to match the originals. All shutters 
will be removed, the best ones will be salvaged and restored. All of the restored shutters and all of the 
windowsills will be painted. 
Phase II: The implementation of restoring and reconstructing the architectural elements will begin on 
the rear and west elevations of the house. The work will also include the replacement of the gutters, as 
necessary, and painting. 
Phase III: Implementation of the work described above will occur on the High Street and Fruit Street 
elevations. 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/4279
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/47873
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There is currently a Preservation Restriction (PR) in place that covers the Cushing House. The Museum of 
Old Newbury is currently working with the Massachusetts Historical Society on approval of a PR that is in 
perpetuity. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 4 
Bartlet Mall Frog Pond Improvements 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $216,000 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the 
Newburyport Parks Department and Commission for design, permitting and bidding. The CPC 
recommends to bond the remainder of the request in the amount of $2,574,000 over a 15-year term. 

 
The CPA category for this appropriation and bond is Historic Preservation. 

 
Project Summary: The Parks Commission and Parks Department are requesting funding for the entirety 
of this project to breathe life back into the Bartlet Mall Frog Pond.  Last year’s CPC support allowed for 
the necessary testing (monitoring wells to determine hydrologic connection to the pond, core samples 
of the sediment, water testing and bathymetric survey) as well as initial engineering reports with 
detailed analysis, recommendations and cost estimates. 

 
The Parks Commission and Parks Department are currently requesting flexibility and funding to 
complete the following items: 

 
DESIGN, PERMITTING, AND BID (plus 20% contingency): $216,000 

 
OPTION 1: 
Dewater, dredge and remove 6” off-site: $530,748 
Liner and site restoration: $560,679 
Pump, well, outlet: $575,000 
Aeration, water treatment, maintenance equipment: $325,000 
Pond shaping and plants: $150,000 
20% contingency: $432,573 
TOTAL: $2,574,000 

 
OPTION 2: 
Total from Option 1: $2,574,000 
Cost savings to keep sediment in place (plus 20% contingency): -$452,098 
Concrete footing: $200,622 
Granite blocks (72”x20”x15”, qty 190): $343,770 
20% contingency: $108,878 
Design engineering (donation): $ 0 
TOTAL: $2,775,172 

 
The CPC recommends that such scope and pricing flexibility be approved and referenced in the grant 
agreement.

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48163
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PROJECT NO. 5 
Open Space Reserve Fund 

 
The CPC recommends the reservation of $100,000 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the Open 
Space Reserve Fund. 

 
The CPA category for this reservation is Open Space. 

 
Project Summary:  Since 2014, through appropriations from the Open Space Reserve Fund, the City 
successfully protected 10+ acres of land on Curzon Mill Road, a significant portion of the Colby Farm 
land on Low Street and helped secure protection of our water supply in partnership with West Newbury, 
Greenbelt and DCR. The existence of the Reserve allowed and will allow the City to take the 
opportunities when they are presented. Recent CPC funding rounds have restored the Reserve to its 
current balance of $629,966. With this application the Open Space Committee asks that the process of 
restoring the Reserve be continued so that the Committee is in a stronger position to address future 
opportunities for land protection and preservation as they arise. 

 
PROJECT NO. 6 

Heritage Tree Preservation 
 

The CPC recommends the appropriation of $10,000 to the Proprietors of Oak Hill Cemetery for the 
restoration and preservation of heritage trees at Oak Hill Cemetery. 

 
The CPA category for this project is Historic Preservation. 

 
Project Summary: In 1842, a group of interested citizens formed a board of trustees to oversee the 
design and management of a rural garden cemetery – one of the first of its kind in the United States. 
Today, Oak Hill’s 36 acres provides a quiet place for walkers and birders to enjoy their recreational 
pursuits. The cemetery, which became the final resting place of many prominent Newburyport 
residents, also offers a glimpse into the City’s rich past. 

 
Oak Hill is home to some of the City’s oldest and largest trees. According to the cemetery’s arborist, 
there are well over 100 trees in excess of 150 years old. Many of these have accumulated a significant 
amount of deadwood while others suffer from weak sections or advanced decay that will require partial 
to total removal. These conditions present a safety hazard for visitors and encourage future decay of the 
trees. Preventative measures must be taken to prevent further damage to these and other mature trees 
within the site, including pruning, bracing and fertilization. This appropriation would support these 
services and preserve the historic landscape of Oak Hill Cemetery. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 7 
Joppa Park Improvement Project 

 
The  CPC  recommends  the  appropriation  of  $15,000  from  the  FY  2023  Estimated  Revenues  to  the 
Newburyport Parks Department and Commission for the Joppa Park Improvement Project. 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48351
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48077
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The CPA category is Recreation. 
 

Project Summary: Joppa Park is .75 acre of land shaped as a narrow, rectangular strip of land and a 
small boat ramp in the South End of the historic seaport of Newburyport, in an area known as Joppa. 
The park is bordered by the nationally registered scenic byway of Water Street on one side and 1,000 
feet of frontage on the Merrimack River on the other. This waterfront park was created when Mayor 
Byron Matthews initiated the building of a sea wall in 1968 to protect the Joppa neighborhood from 
storms and very high tides. The resulting new land mass was redeveloped into a park named Joppa Park 
in 1996. The park provides an ever- changing view of the Merrimack River with its expansive mud flats, a 
heritage landscape known as Joppa Flats. 

 
The park has undergone many improvements since 2010 including installation of a granite bollard-and- 
chain fence accompanied by a perennial hedge along Water Street with four cobblestone pedestrian 
entry points leading from the Water Street sidewalk into the park; new benches, four interpretive 
panels, addition of irrigation, a new drinking fountain, connection to the Clipper City Rail Trail and 
replacement of the boat ramp and improvements to the parking area. 

 
The badly damaged and dangerous asphalt walkway along the sea wall will be replaced with a brick 
sidewalk. The walkway, which is prone to sinkholes as a result of tidal activity that draws out subsurface 
material, will be fortified beneath its surface to remove the threat of future sinkholes. 

 
Update: $100,000 in ARPA funding was just approved for the Joppa Walkway, so the Parks 
Department revised the request to cover the project contingency of $15,000. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 8 
Lower Atkinson Common Improvement Project 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $525,000 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the 
Newburyport Parks Department and Parks Commission for the Lower Atkinson Common Improvement 
Project playground renovation. 

 
The CPA category for this project is Recreation. 

 
Project Summary:  Based on a master plan funded by CPA in FY19 and then slightly modified by the Parks 
Commission, the impetus for this overall project is the need to improve safety in the parking area and on 
Merrimac Street which experience a high number of speeding vehicles along that stretch of road creating 
a hazard for pedestrians and other drivers. The project will relocate and replace the playground to the 
center of the park so that ultimately, parking can be moved away from Merrimac Street and protected 
by a vegetative traffic buffer. 

 
The playground was installed more than 25 years ago. Some of the equipment is designed to be 
handicap accessible, but the current condition of the safety surfacing does not provide access to the 
equipment. Many play structures are aging out; the Parks Department removed one play component in 
fall 2021 because it had become non-compliant with federal safety guidelines. The plan with the FY23 
funds, is to install a new, inclusive playground which is an essential first step to improve the parking 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48083
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situation along Merrimac Street. The City plans to move forward on the parking, sidewalk and drainage 
improvements from alternative funding sources. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 9 
Market Landing Park Expansion (Central Waterfront) 

 
The CPC recommends to fully bond the Market Landing Park Expansion Project in the amount of 
$3,000,000. The CPC also recommends to the Council that the FY’22 appropriation of $250K for this 
project (Council Order 265_08_09_2021) be granted a two-year extension so that these funds can be 
utilized along with the FY23 recommended funding. 

 
The CPA category for this appropriation is Recreation. 

 
Project Summary: Design funds for the Market Landing Park Expansion project were appropriated in 2021, 
and the City now has Sasaki Associates under contract to provide fully engineered construction drawings 
and specifications suitable for bidding and construction. The City Council also appropriated funds for 
design of a new Visitor Center/Restroom Facility, to be integrated with the park design along Merrimac 
Street, and replace old “temporary” facilities which have been on the site for many years. To be clear, the 
CPC request for construction funding here does not include the proposed Visitor Center/Restroom Facility. 
However, it has been essential that the design of this facility progress in parallel with the park design 
immediately abutting it, including the creation of a new public (pedestrian) way where the current 
facilities exist. The City Council approved Sasaki’s schematic site plan (25% design) in 2021. Since that time 
Sasaki has been working to refine this plan, while addressing smaller site-specific details with key 
stakeholders (e.g. utilities design, planting schedule, irrigation system design, materials selection, 
upgrades to facilitate waterfront events, etc.). 

 
The Planning Office anticipates phased construction of the Market Landing Park Expansion. As noted 
above, it is expected that other funding sources will be used to construct the Visitor Center/Restroom 
Facility. In order to reduce the CPC request, the Planning Office has discussed breaking the project plans 
into two sub-areas for the purposes of phased construction (park and parking, respectively). The Planning 
Office proposes to proceed with construction of the primary park areas in spring 2023. This would mean 
postponing the parking lot areas (to remain largely compacted gravel until additional funds are secured). 
While phased construction will necessitate extended impacts to the downtown central waterfront over 
several years, and unusual “transition” areas (site conditions), creating the expanded park space next year 
will provide the principal and long-awaited public improvements without further delay. 

 
PROJECT NO. 10 

Newburyport Black History Initiative 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $53,000 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the Office 
of Planning and Development for the Newburyport Black History Initiative. 

 
The CPA category for this appropriation is Historic Preservation. 

 
Project Summary: This project will develop high-quality historic interpretive signs to highlight and 
incorporate Newburyport’s Black history more fully into the public landscape so that visitors as well as 
residents and workers can encounter the information and stories in their day-to-day lives.  The signs will 

https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48164
https://newburyportma.viewpointcloud.com/records/48171
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augment Newburyport’s heritage tourism, and follow the City’s standard historic interpretive sign format 
developed during the past decade in various public spaces, such as the Rail Trail, Brown Square, Inn Street, 
the NHS Stadium, etc. 

 
The text, graphics and colors of the interpretive sign panels will be professionally laid out by graphic artists 
on 24” x 36” panels set at a 30-degree angle towards the viewer, and will be supported by attractive, 
functional, durable double-posted aluminum stanchions similar to the ones installed in various other 
public spaces during the past decade or so. We will explore using an alternative sign panel material from 
the High-Pressure Laminate signs used to date for longer durability.  Alternatives include Direct Embed 
powder coated panels or Vitreous/Porcelain Enamel panels. 

 
Potential topics, themes, and story-lines for the Newburyport Black History Initiative’s historic interpretive 
signs include: “Black Mariners During the Age of Sail”, “Black Soldiers from Newburyport in the 18th and 
19th Centuries”, and “Guinea Village: An African American Neighborhood in Historic Newburyport”. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 11 
NEWBURYPORT HIGH SCHOOL WORLD WAR MEMORIAL STADIUM MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD PROJECT 

BOND DEBT 
PAYMENT 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $124,980 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the City 
of Newburyport for the sixth annual payment of interest and principal on the World War Memorial 
Stadium Multi- Purpose Field Project Bond. 

 
CPA category is Recreation. 

 
Project Summary: In April 2014, the City Council authorized bonding up to $1,500,000 against future 
CPA revenue for the renovation and improvement of the Newburyport High School’s World War 
Memorial Stadium athletic field. Debt payments on the bond will continue through 2030. The CPC is 
advised that it is necessary to appropriate the debt service payments annually. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 12 
CHERRY HILL PARCEL B SOCCER FIELD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT BOND DEBT PAYMENT 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $11,740 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the City of 
Newburyport for the seventh annual payment of interest and principal on the Cherry Hill Parcel B Soccer 
Field Improvement Project Bond. 

 
The CPA category is Recreation. 

 
Project Summary: In April 2014, the City Council authorized the bonding of up to $134,000 against future 
CPA revenue for the redesign and construction of the Cherry Hill Parcel B athletic field.  Debt payments 
on the bond will continue through 2030.  The CPC is advised that it is necessary to appropriate the debt 
service payments annually. 
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PROJECT NO. 13 
FULLER FIELD TRACK RENOVATION, PHASE TWO BOND DEBT PAYMENT 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $50,250 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to the City of 
Newburyport for the second annual payment of interest and principal on the Fuller Field Track 
Renovation, Phase Two Project Bond. 

 
The CPA category is Recreation. 

 
Project Summary: The project includes installation of a 300-person grandstand, completion of electrical 
connections throughout the facility for the sound and timing systems, installation of a new sound system, 
and renovation of the interior of the existing field house to include expanded restroom facilities. 

 

 
 

PROJECT NO. 14 
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS 

 
The CPC recommends the appropriation of $12,000 from the FY 2023 Estimated Revenues to fund the 
Community Preservation Committee’s anticipated administrative costs. These costs include a stipend for 
the CPC administration liaison position in the Office of Planning & Community Development, annual 
membership dues in the statewide community preservation coalition, and other recurring expenses 
including note taking at meetings, legal advertising, and city solicitor review of legal documents when 
necessary. Excess funds remaining in this account at the end of the fiscal year revert to the general 
Community Preservation Fund. 

 
The CPA category for this appropriation is Administration. 
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COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE – EVALUATION 

CRITERIA 
 

The Newburyport Community Preservation Committee gives preference to proposals which 
address as many of the following general criteria as possible: 

 
1.  Eligible for Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding according to the requirements 

described in the CPA legislation (Chapter 44B of Mass. General Laws). 

2.  Consistent with the Master Plan, Open Space and Recreation Plan, Land Use and other 
planning documents that have received public scrutiny and input. 

3.   Preserve and enhance the essential character of the city. 

4.   Protect resources that would otherwise be threatened. 

5.   Serve more than one CPA purpose or demonstrate why serving multiple needs is not feasible. 

6.   Demonstrate practicality and feasibility, and that the project can be implemented within budget 
and on schedule. 

7.   Produce an advantageous cost/benefit value. 

8.   Leverage additional public and/or private funds (eg. qualify the project for additional grants 
from other sources) or receive partial funding from other sources and/or voluntary 
contributions of goods or services. 

9.   Preserve or improve utility of currently owned city assets. 

10. Receive endorsement by other municipal boards or departments and broad-based support 
from community members. 

 
CATEGORY SPECIFIC CRITERIA 

 

The Community Preservation Act funds three key community interests: open space, historic 
preservation, and affordable housing. Public recreation projects may also be funded. 

 

1.  Open Space proposals which address as many of the following specific criteria as possible 
will receive preference for funding: 

▪ Permanently protect important wildlife habitat, particularly areas that include: 

- locally significant biodiversity; 
- variety  of  habitats  with  a  diversity  of  geologic  features  and  types  of 

vegetation; 
- Endangered habitat or species of plant or animal. 

▪ Preserve active agricultural use. 

▪ Provide opportunities for passive recreation and environmental education. 

▪ Protect or enhance wildlife corridors, promote connectivity of habitat or prevent 

fragmentation of habitats. 

▪ Provide connections with existing trails, protected open space or potential trail 

linkages. 

▪ Preserve scenic views. 

▪ Border a scenic road. 
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▪ Protect drinking water quantity and quality. 

▪ Provide flood control/storage. 

▪ Preserve and protect important surface water bodies, including streams, wetlands, 

vernal pools or riparian zones. 

▪ Buffer for protected open space, or historic resources. 
 

2.  Historic Preservation proposals which address as many of the following criteria as possible 
will receive preference for funding: 

▪ Protect,   preserve,   enhance,   restore   and/or   rehabilitate   historic,   cultural, 

architectural or archaeological resources of significance, especially those that are 
threatened. 

▪ Protect,  preserve,  enhance,  restore  and/or  rehabilitate  city-owned  properties, 

features or resources of historical significance. 

▪ Protect, preserve, enhance, restore and/or rehabilitate the historical function of a 

property or site. 

▪ Demonstrates a public benefit. 

▪ Ability to provide permanent protection for the historic resource. 
 

3.  Affordable Housing proposals which address as many of the following criteria as possible 
will receive preference for funding: 

▪ Contribute to the goal of 10% affordability as defined by chapter 40B of Mass. 

General Laws. 

▪ Promote a socioeconomic environment that encourages a diversity of income. 

▪ Provide housing that is harmonious in design and scale with the surrounding 

community. 

▪ Intermingle  affordable  and  market  rate  housing  at  levels  that  exceed  state 

requirements for percentage of affordable units pursuant to chapter 40B. 

▪ Ensure long-term affordability. 

▪ Address the needs of range of qualified household, including very low, low and 

low-to moderate income families and individuals. 

▪ Provide affordable rental and affordable ownership opportunities. 

▪ Promote use of existing buildings or construction on previously-developed or city- 

owned sites. 

▪ Convert market rate to affordable units. 
 

4.  Recreation proposals which address as many of the following criteria as possible will receive 
preference for funding: 

▪ Support multiple recreation uses. 

▪ Serve a significant number of residents. 

▪ Expand the range of recreational opportunities available to city residents of all 

ages. 
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▪ Jointly benefit Conservation Commission and Parks Commission initiatives by 

promoting recreation, such as hiking, biking, and cross-country skiing. 

▪ Maximize the utility of land already owned by city (e.g. school property). 

▪ Promote the creative use of railway and other corridors to create safe and healthful 

non-motorized transportation opportunities. 


