
 
 
 
October 19, 2021 
 
 
Newburyport City Council 
City of Newburyport, Massachusetts 
By Email 
 
 
DANGEROUSNESS:  MGL c. 139, s. 1 Public Hearing re 107 State Street 
 
 
Dear Newburyport City Council Members: 
 
The neighborhood has a genuine and warranted fear of crime because of the abandoned gas station. 
 
My husband and I live on High Street next to the property, and have for 30 years.  While we cannot see 
the station from inside our house because of some visual barriers1, our backyard is exposed to the site.  
 
State Street abutters are forced to see and experience, head on, late-night activity and crime-related 
physical evidence on the property.  I hope they will testify to you about this. 
 
Even in the waning years of the station’s operation (after the then-lessee moved his main business) 
crime was a concern.  Early one morning I was surprised by a vagrant sleeping behind the station, within 
feet of our property. 
 
In 2017, the lone employee at the station was held up and robbed (Daily News article attached). 
 
It was good to see, in the Newburyport Police Department log submitted to you, that officers check the 
site with some frequency.  But they cannot be there all the time.  The site is a crime magnet, and a 
violent crime takes only minutes.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephanie Niketic, 93 High Street 
 
Cc: Honorable Mayor Donna Holaday, City Clerk Richard Jones 

 
1 Our visual barrier is Global’s failing fence and dying trees.  The maintenance of a visual barrier, “a wall of 
trees…to make the structure as inconspicuous as possible from the area of High Street,” was a condition of the 
property’s use as a gas station in ZBA Special Permits issued in 1966 and 1992.  Neither of the owners, Mobil or 
Global, from 1992 to now, have seriously honored this. 
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PORT LIFE
The art of the luxury liner 
is explored in exhibit at 
Peabody Essex Museum
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SPORTSNEWBURYPORT
Pentucket tennis 
keeps rolling with 
win over Amesbury

Panhandler admits 
to buying cocaine 
in parking lot
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WEATHER
Today: 

Breezy and warm 
with sunshine.  

High of 89.
Tonight: 

Low of 70.
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INSIDETHIS DAY IN HISTORY
On this day in 1849, John 

Bradbury traveling from 
Boston to San Francisco on 
Newburyport’s Brig For-
est recorded in his diary: 
“Passed the island of Juan-
Fernandez about 180 miles 
to the westward of it. The 
pork we have from the hogs 
heads is badly tainted.”

- From the collections of the 
Museum of Old Newbury
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NEWBURYPORT — Orga-
nizers of the upcoming 
Newburyport  Marit ime 
Days are just about ready to 
launch their five-day program 
over Memorial Day week-
end but on Wednesday, they 
announced several new tacks:

 Staffers of Abraham’s 
Bagels & Pizza, dormant 
since a damaging fire last 
year, will arrive with the 
tide and they will be on site 
to hand out morning treats 
during the weekend.

 A Roaring ’20s party 
has been finalized, and an 
18-piece big band will play 
instruments from that era. 

A floating bandstand will be 
towed near the vessels, and a 
Frank Sinatra tribute singer 
will also be on hand that 
weekend.

 More than 1,000 students 
are confirmed for visits that 
Thursday and Friday, and 
seniors will be given special 
early morning tickets, spon-
sored by the Council on Aging.

“There are a lot of moving 
parts to the weekend,” said 
Ken Jackman, chairman of the 
board of directors for Custom 
House Maritime Museum, “but 
things are coming together.

“Tickets are still available 
for most events because we 
want the public to be involved 
and not just members of the 
Custom House.”

Two ships will be coming 
in with the tide at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, the 155-foot-long 
Adventure and the 122-foot-
long Alabama.

Both were built in 1926 in 
Massachusetts ports, and will 
be available for tours, parties 
and artistic renderings.

This is the second year 
of Maritime Days, which is 

designed to showcase the 
history of the waterfront and 
the Age of Sail.

Jackman said about 80 
volunteers are helping with 
preparations for the numer-
ous events planned.

Last year, close to 10,000 
people visited the tall ship El 
Galeon.

Events lining up for tall ships and Maritime Days
BY DYKE HENDRICKSON

Staff Writer

NEWBURYPORT – A man driving from 
Maine to western Massachusetts held up a 
gas station at gunpoint Tuesday afternoon, 
later telling police he did it for money for 
gas and food.

Austin Gregory, 
30, of Lenox was 
arrested Tuesday 
night in Salisbury 
Square shortly after 
allegedly brandishing 
what appeared to be 
a handgun and steal-
ing $113 from State 
Street Mobil about 
4:30 p.m. Despite the 
handgun later being 
identified as a pellet 
gun, Gregory was 
charged with armed 
and masked robbery. 

At his arraignment 
Wednesday morn-
ing, Gregory was ordered held without bail 
until at least May 25 when he is due back in 
Newburyport District Court for a danger-
ousness hearing. 

Police say Lenox man  
held up gas station

BY DAVE ROGERS

Staff Writer 

BOSTON — Welfare advocates are call-
ing on lawmakers to lift a decades-old rule 
that denies benefits to children conceived 
while — or soon after — a family begins 
receiving public assistance.

Several proposals are being weighed by 
the Legislature to lift restrictions that advo-
cates say affect more than 9,000 children 
statewide who are living in poverty.

Naomi Meyer, a senior attorney at Greater 
Boston Legal Services and member of the 
Campaign to Lift the Cap on Kids, said the 
restrictions are “discriminatory” and force 
parents struggling to find work and housing 
to forgo basic necessities.

Advocates push 
to lift cap on 
child welfare 

benefits
BY CHRISTIAN M. WADE

CNHI State Reporter

NEWBURYPORT – After 
months of insurance holdups, 
the owner of the city’s most 
beloved bagel and pizza shop 
said Abraham’s will make its 
return next month, roughly 
a year after the building was 
scorched by a disastrous fire.

The fire reportedly started 
when a discarded cigarette 
ignited mulch, causing an 
inferno in the early morning 
of June 28.

The blaze went to four 
alarms and drew fire depart-
ments from throughout the 
area, but much of the 19th 
century brick building’s inte-
rior was heavily damaged. In 
the months following the fire, 
shop owner Linda Garcia said 
she struggled to get payments 
from Hanover Insurance, 
delaying the building’s recon-
struction for several months.

“The insurance company 
wouldn’t do anything, and 
there were times where I just 
wanted to walk away,” Garcia 
said Wednesday. “In that 
situation, there’s nothing you 
can do. It’s like trying to slay 
dragons.”

Garcia originally hoped to 
reopen the shop in April or 
May, but said the frequent 
rain this spring prevented 
workers from applying seal-
ant on the roof until recently.

There is still much work 
to be done to the interior, 
including installation of new 
floors and insulation. But 
with work on a new patio set 
to wrap up next week, Garcia 
is beginning to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel.

“Say they were done by 

the first week of June, then 
it’s going to take us about 
two weeks to clean, get the 
equipment in, get everything 
tested, so I’m thinking we’ll 
open probably the second or 
third week in June,” she said.

Abraham’s Bagels & Pizza 
has been one of downtown 

Newburyport’s most popular 
breakfast spots for 29 years, 
especially on weekend morn-
ings when a line of hungry 
people often extends out 
the door and down Liberty 
Street. The fire stunned mem-
bers of the community, who 
brought in $20,000 through a 

GoFundMe.com fundraising 
site to help support Garcia’s 
roughly 15 employees.

Not only did the absence 
of Abraham’s leave a gaping 
hole in residents’ morning 
routines, but also in the lives 
of Garcia and her employees.

Two words: Abraham’s Bagels

BY JACK SHEA 
Staff Writer

Popular Port 
shop slated to 
reopen in June

A meeting between officials 
from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and NextEra Ener-
gy’s Seabrook nuclear power 
plant mapped out the rest of the 
evaluation process for the plant’s 
license extension and renewal 
application.

The meeting was May 9 at 
NRC headquarters in Rockville, 
Maryland. Its purpose was to 

discuss what’s still needed for 
the agency to make a determina-
tion on the application, according 
to NRC Region 1 spokesman Neil 
Sheehan.

“It’s not unusual for us to meet 
with plant owners to discuss 
where things stand,” Sheehan 
said. “We want to make sure 
everyone is on the same page 
on what needs to be done and if 
there are any missing pieces.”

Sheehan said the meeting gave 
NextEra officials an opportunity 

to update the NRC on issues 
delaying the agency’s decision 
on Seabrook Station’s request to 
extend its license 20 years, from 
2030 to 2050.

NRC staff reviewed the out-
standing requirements related to 
the agency issuing a final safety 
report on the license extension 
request, according to meeting 
documents. Those needs not only 
relate to a unique issue affecting 
concrete at Seabrook Station, 
but also issues related to license 

renewals of any nuclear power 
plant, including aging manage-
ment programs for steam gen-
erator components and bolt 
integrity.

The plant came online in 1990 
with an operating license that 
runs through 2030. The NRC 
allows nuclear power plants to 
apply for 20-year extensions once 
they have been running for 20 
years. Seabrook Station filed its 
application in June 2010.

NRC maps out needs for nuke plant license extension
BY ANGELJEAN CHIARAMIDA

Staff Writer

BRYAN EATON/Staff photo
Abraham’s Bagels owner Linda Garcia meets with her nephew Mike Cook, who is installing fencing 
and closing in the rebuilt deck. The landmark restaurant is to reopen in June.
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NO BAIL  
FOR ARMED 
ROBBERY 
SUSPECT

DAVE ROGERS/Staff photo
Robbery suspect 
Austin Gregory is 
arraigned Wednesday 
in Newburyport 
District Court.
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FOOD, DRINKS, FUN
The Deck at Bridge Marina

978-499-4422
www.thedecksalisbury.com

OPEN 7 DAYS at 11AM

NOW OPEN FOR 
THE SEASON
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