
COMM00400_03_28_2022  
Late File 

 
From: Stephen Jean <sjhummer52@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2022 2:21 PM 
To: Richard Jones <RJones@CityofNewburyport.com> 
Subject: Newburyport Youth Services Presentation on March 31, 2022 
 
Dear City Council Members, 
 
I am writing to you to express my concern about the upcoming 2-hour presentation by 
Racial Justice Political Activist, Debby Irving at the Nock Upper Elementary School on March 
31st, 2022 about "White Supremacy" that is being hosted by Newburyport Youth Services 
(NYS).  Please find the summary of the presentation below. 
 

 
 
The topic of "White Supremacy" is one of the primary tenets of the political ideology, 
Critical Race Theory.  NYS should be apolitical and not be allowed to use the tax dollars of 
Newburyport citizens to push any form of political ideology.  Please review the following 
with regard to Debby Irving's political activist career: 
 
Wisc. professors, public school leaders to help host two-day ‘white privilege symposium’ | 
The College Fix 
 
21-Day Racial Equity Activism Self-Care Challenge© – 21-Day Racial Equity Habit Building 
Challenge© (21dayequitychallenge.com) 
 
Debby Irving – Racial Justice Educator and Writer 
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According to the NYS website, it is "a municipal department with the mission to create 
quality programs, events and services for Greater Newburyport Area youth and families in 
safe and supportive environments that encourage growth, self-exploration, empowerment, 
and community. NYS achieves this by applying positive youth development principles 
through recreation programs, youth and family support services, and cross-sector 
community and regional collaboration."  Hosting a presentation on "White Supremacy" is 
racially divisive and does not "encourage growth, self-exploration, empowerment, and 
community."   
 
If NYS wants to host presentations on the politically divisive topic of "White Supremacy", 
then the City should no longer fund this organization.   
 
I would like to request that this item be added to your next meeting agenda so that it can 
be discussed.   
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephen Jean 
7 Lawton Dr 
Newburyport 
617-610-2766 
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