
NewburyportRedevelopment Authority
NewburyportPublicLibrary

July17 2013
Minutes

1 CalltoOrder
AregularmeetingoftheNewburyportRedevelopmentAuthority wascalledtoorderat
700pm byChairTom Salemi

2 RollCall
InattendanceweremembersJamesShanley JohnMorris PattyDorfman TomSalemi
andAdamGuild

3 ReadingofMissionStatement
PattyDorfmanreadthemissionstatement

4 PublicOutreach
JamesShanleysaidhe receivedproposalsfromthree graphicsfirmsforthedesignof
brochures Herequestedpermissiontospeakwithrepresentativesofcommunications
firmsaboutwaystoconveythemessageoftheNRAandhesaidhewouldreporttothe
boardatthenextmeeting

5 UpcomingMeetings
MeetingsoftheNRAwillbescheduledforAugust21 September18andOctober16

6 RFPStatusReport LegalandRegulatoryIssues
CarolPowerssaidMassDevelopmenthascommittedtoanexpenditureof 16000for
theboringsandaMemorandumofAgreementhasbeenreceived PattyDorfmanmoved
toauthorizeTomSalemitosigntheMOAwithMassDevelopmentafterCarolPowers
hasreviewedit JamesShanleysecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimously
approved

AdamGuildsaidtheboringlocationswererepositionedtoaccommodatethenewlayout
thatwaspresentedinthepublicforumonJune29 Supplementalboringswillbe takenin
theeastlotandnewboringswillbetakeninthewestlottodetermineifthecomposition
ofthesoilwouldallowforundergroundparking Theinformationgatheredfromthe
boringsistobeusedtodevelopaconstructionbudgetandwillbeincludedintheRFP
Theworkwillbe performedbyGZAandthereportshouldbeavailableatthebeginning
ofSeptember Adrillingrigwithan augerwillbeused totakethesample whichwill
thenbeanalyzed Thesitewillbereturnedtoitscurrentcondition DPSwillassistwith
closingoffpartsofthelotswhiletheworkistakingplace Threetypesofboringswillbe
done 1 twomonitoringwellswillbeinstalledinordertounderstandthegroundwater
2 disposalboringswilldetermineifthedisposalofanycontaminatedsoilwouldbe
necessaryand3 geotechnicalboringswillprovideinformationonthecompositionofthe
soil

Page1of4



NewburyportRedevelopmentAuthority
July17 2013

7 Treasurer sReport
AdamGuildsaidthebalanceinthemoneymarket accountis 16972150andthe
balanceinthecheckaccountis 592980

JamesShanleymovedtopayan invoiceforminutetakingfortheJuly17meetinginthe
amountof 150 PattyDorfmansecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimously
approved

JamesShanleymovedtopayaninvoicefromBarryAbramson datedJune30for29
hoursofworkbetweenMay28andJune29 includingthepresentation intheamountof
5900 PattyDorfmansecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

JamesShanleymovedtopaytwoinvoicesdatedJune30fromNDLandscape Inc
totaling 120225forworkinMayandJunethatincludedregularmaintenanceandan
annualclean up PattyDorfmansecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimously
approved

JamesShanleymovedtopayaninvoice fromAndersonKriegerdatedMay28inthe
amountof 2603 PattyDorfmansecondedthemotion CarolPowerssaidshereviewed
theinvoiceandrecommendeditbepaid Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

JamesShanleymovedtopayaninvoicefromAndersonKriegerdatedJune18 inthe
amountof 490 PattyDorfmansecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimously
approved

JamesShanleymovedtopayaninvoicefromKAVPicturesdatedJune29intheamount
of 500forthevideorecordingofthepresentation PattyDorfman secondedthemotion
Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

AdamGuildmovedtoissue achecktoCityHallintheamountof 25000forthe
bulkheadrepair aswasapprovedatapreviousmeeting JamesShanleysecondedthe
motion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

8 ApprovalofMinutes
TomSalemimovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheFebruary25 2013meetingas
submitted AdamGuildsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

TomSalemimovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheJune12 2013meetingassubmitted
AdamGuildsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

9 PresentationbyCitizensforAnOpenWaterfront
MembersofCitizens foranOpenWaterfrontpresentedtheirplanfortheNewburyport
waterfrontdatedJuly9 2013thatwasdevelopedasanalternativetotheproposedsaleor
leaseoftheNRAproperty Thepresentationoutlinedthehistoryofthewaterfront
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includingtherevisiontotheurban renewalplaninthe1970sandtheestablishmentofthe
NRAandtheWaterfrontTrust Incorporatedintothepresentationwasa readingofthe
groupsmissionstatementandasummaryofitsvision whichistokeepthewaterfront
freeofadditionalbuildingsandmaintainanopenparkthatmaintainsaconnectiontothe
riverwithunobstructedviewsandisaccessibletothepublic Aspresentedtheexpanded
parkwouldsupportmaritimeactivities celebratetheWaystotheWaterand includea
flexibleparkinglotdesign Thegroupmaintains thatitwouldbepossibleforan
expandedparktobemaintainedwithout beingdevelopedforretailandresidentialuse

10 CommentPeriod
TomSalemisaidacommon objectiveistheimprovementofthewaterfrontandtheplans
ofboththeNRAandCOWwouldaccomplish thatgoal Hewasdisappointedbysome
commentsmadeabouttheNRAinthepresentation sayingtheywerenotfair Hesaidthe
presentationinferstheNRAwishestobringanendtothecurrentusesofthewaterfront
butinsteadthegroupwishestoenhancethem

PattyDorfmansaidshedidnotobjecttoanyoftheaspectsofthevisionofCOW
butaddedtheywouldnotbeprecluded bytheNRAplan itwouldbepossibleforthetwo
conceptstocoincide ShecommentedthattheCOWplanwouldnotbringactivitytothe
waterfrontbetweenNovemberandMarch asisagoaloftheNRA andthepresentation
includedsomemisinformation Shealsosaidthefundingmechanismsproposed byCOW
arenaïve andthegrouphasnotprovidedanyscenarios thathavenotalreadybeen
exploredbytheNRA SheaddedtheNRAwouldnotberesponsibleforhandinga
moneypit overtotheCity ShesaidCOWhasprimarilyworkedtopreventactions

fromtakingplaceandshelacksconfidenceinthegroupsabilitytosustainanidea She
closedbysayingtheNRAsplanwouldbenefit theCityandwouldenhanceWaterfront
Park

AdamGuildquestionedhowtheCOWplanwouldbringyear roundactivityto
thewaterfront Hepointedoutthattheproposedbuildingswouldnotblockviewsofthe
waterfrontfromthestreet asthoseviewscurrentlydonotexistbecauseofthetrees

JamesShanleysaidtheopeningslideinthepresentationshowedthedeveloped
waterfrontthatwasapartoftheCitysmaritimehistory HesaidtheNRAisattempting
tobringbackasmallportionofthatwhichwascherishedanddemolished

JohnMorrissaidhe supportstheconceptofadditionalopenspacebut theNRAis
realisticaboutthecostofmaintaining anexpandingpark Hesaidtheamountof
additionalgreenspaceisthesameforbothplansandtheNRAisproposingamodest
development Thecloseproximityofexistingserviceswouldrequiringminimal
connectionsandwouldallowthelandtobedevelopedwithoutgreat expense The
opportunitytoprovidealargertaxbasehasbeenmissedfor 30yearsandwouldbenefit
allpropertyownersinthecity

JoaniePurintonsaidtheestimated 333000intaxrevenuethatwouldbe
generatedbythedevelopmentisnegligible especiallywhentheadditionalservicesthat
wouldberequiredareconsidered

MaryCarriersaidtheuseofthewaterfrontwouldcontinuetobe seasonaleven
withthedevelopment Shesaiditwouldbeacrimetosellwaterfrontlandtoaprivate
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developerbecauseitiswhatattractsvisitorstothecity Sheaddedthat revenueforpark
maintenancecouldbe obtainedbyothermethods suchatchargesforevents

JoeDiBiase saidalloftheactivitiesproposedbyCOWwouldrequirean
admissionorpermittingfee Hesaidmanyofthegrantsproposedbythegroupwould
notbeapplicable HeaddedthattheNRAplanwouldmakethewaterfrontmore
accessiblethanitcurrentlyis

11 Adjournment
JamesShanleymovedtoadjournthemeetingat900pm JohnMorrissecondedthe
motion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved
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