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(High Street at State Street corner circa 1900) 



High Street Master Plan Executive Summary 

 

 

 High Street is a municipal road that serves as one of the City of Newburyport’s primary transportation 

corridors.  As a stately gateway to the City, the corridor has evolved incrementally over the course of centuries and 

reflects different time periods, architectural styles, and historic and contemporary needs.  While High Street is an 

inseparable combination of public and private resources, this Master Plan is intended to provide a framework for 

the improvement of the publicly owned right of way.  The Plan details improvements to enhance the safety and 

efficiency of motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic and circulation. 

 

Existing Conditions & Purpose: 
 High Street connects state highway 1A on the east and Rt. 113 on the west.  It extends approximately 2.3 

miles from the Newbury Town line to the “three roads” intersection of Ferry Road, Moseley, and Storey Avenues 

in Newburyport.  The corridor connects the municipal park March’s Hill on the east with the Bartlett Mall and the 

Atkinson Common on the west.  Tree-lined and primarily residential, High Street is the central element of the 

Newburyport National Register Historic District, and has maintained its current overall character and spatial 

relationships for over a century.  Nearly all of the structures fronting on High Street are over 50 years old, and 

many are large Federal-period houses built during the peak of Newburyport’s maritime-related prosperity, as well 

as significant houses from the second half of the nineteenth century.  Sweeping lawns, period fences, outbuildings, 

brick sidewalks, and other details contribute to High Street’s distinct character. 

 

 The problem of deferred maintenance and various design issues have helped prompt the development of the 

High Street Master Plan.  These issues have included a generally poor pavement condition; lack of handicapped 

accessibility; deteriorating sidewalks plus inconsistent and undesirable sidewalk materials; improvements required 

at key intersections; need for pedestrian and bicycle enhancements; and needed improvements of street trees. 

 

 The Newburyport community and general public have been involved in the development of the High Street 

Master Plan since 1998, through public meetings and a citizens advisory group spanning two administrations, 

identifying issues, goals, and objectives in multiple meetings. 

 
 

Overall Goals & Objectives: 

 Improve the road pavement surface for motorists and all other users. 

 Improve the corridor’s appeal, safety, and universal accessibility for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

 Implement traffic calming measures to slow motor vehicle speeds down to the 30 mph speed limit. 

 Improve High Street’s function as a primary gateway and create a clearer sense of arrival at the City center. 

 Minimize impacts on the corridor’s historic and scenic character, traffic flow, on-street parking capacity, and 

existing curb alignment. 

 

 

Primary Strategies: 

 Repair High Street’s roadway pavement through a mill and overlay. 

 Install handicapped access ramps and curb cuts at all High Street intersections and crosswalks. 

 Narrow motor vehicle travel lanes, and install dedicated bike lanes. 

 Prioritize improvement of sidewalks; focus on more consistent/contiguous brick sidewalks at the City center. 

 Install textured shoulder areas at High Street’s widest points to differentiate excess pavement. 

 Install a new turning lane at the busy intersection of Toppan’s Lane at the High School. 

 Identify street tree planting recommendations by size and location; install turf belts; minimize impact of 

sidewalk repair on existing street trees. 






















































