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Brown Square,

Newburyport

2010 bronze 
Garrison statue 
treatment and 
park renovation
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Brown Square,

Newburyport

1893 statue of W.L. 
Garrison

2023 interpretive sign 
re. Black abolitionists
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W.L. Garrison 
(1805-1879)
7/4/1829 speech in

Boston at age 23

Vigorous promotion 
of abolition

But in context of:

-Gradualism

-Colonization
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DAVID WALKER(1796-1830)
• Wrote “Appeal” pamphlet (09/28/1829) in Boston

• Forceful, radical, incendiary call against “colonization” & 
for immediate emancipation, violent revolt if necessary; 
Black audience

• Smuggled south by Black mariners, crime to 
possess; circulated widely in North and South

• Walker and other Black abolitionists influenced 
young Garrison, who turned against gradualism 
and colonization in The Liberator in 1831
• Garrison influenced white abolitionists re. Black 

abolitionists demands for immediate uncompensated 
end to slavery & political and social equality
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JAMES FORTEN (1766-1842)
“Black Founding Father;” Abolitionist (against 
colonization); businessman from Philadelphia

– Saved/supported “The Liberator:”

– Garrison had no money to pay printer after 1st issue

– On day bill due, $54 check from James Forten as 
advance payment for 27 subscriptions

• Remarkable entrepreneur, invented new sail 
tools and types of sails – one of richest men in 
Philadelphia

• V.P. of American Anti-Slavery Society (first 
convened in his house)
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Here in Newburyport, before Garrison’s birth:
Black abolitionists of 18th century established moral and Christian anti-slavery 
arguments
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CAESAR SARTER
8/12/1774 Essex Journal & 
Merrimack Packet –

“I need not point out the 
absurdity of your 
exertions for liberty, 
while you have slaves in 
your houses.” 
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Here in Newburyport, during Garrison’s life and 
career – many Black Abolitionists:
▪ Bear witness to effects of slavery

▪ Participate in anti-slavery organizations

▪ Provide direct aid to freedom seekers

• Newburyport’s ANDREW RAYMOND

• NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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Newburyport’s Black abolitionists:

brave and against mainstream

➢ For example – context – before Civil War in 1861, 
850 white Newburyporters petitioned the
Legislature to repeal the “Personal Liberty Act” –
➢ Established to protect Black people in court and challenge 

the federal Fugitive Slave Act

➢ Mainstream local opinion against slavery did not 
equal support for equality, protection, respect – as 
evidenced in newspapers, petitions, etc.
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ANDREW RAYMOND 
(1800-1857)

• Lived and worked as barber in 
Newburyport

• No known photographs or images

• Newburyport delegate at the New 
England Antislavery Conventions in 
1834 & 1835 
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ANDREW RAYMOND

President of the Anti-Slavery Society of Newburyport and Vicinity 
(1847)
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ANDREW RAYMOND

▪ Signature near top of petition to 
Mass. Legislature from “80 
Undersigned Colored Citizens of 
Newburyport” (1853)

▪ Against funding & installing bronze 
statue of Mass. Senator Daniel 
Webster at State House (Compromise 

of 1850; Fugitive Slave Act)
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ANDREW RAYMOND
Eye-catching advertisements for 

barber services

(1851 & 1847)
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ANDREW RAYMOND
➢ Andrew Raymond died 01/08/1857 at age 56 – did not live to witness abolition 

of slavery

➢ Daily Herald: “a gentleman, a good citizen, and a Christian”

➢ Committed abolitionist who helped lay groundwork for Black freedom –
made history without making history books
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE 
(1799-1859)
• Born in Newburyport 9/15/1799

• No known photographs or images

• Wrote one of few surviving 
autobiographies of free Black 
woman in pre-Civil War U.S.
• Direct challenge to tradition of genre 

for telling white men’s stories 
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“The Life and Travels of NANCY GARDNER PRINCE”

(NBHI Interpretive sign in Market Square at Firehouse)

16



Expanding the Spotlight
Black Abolitionists from Newburyport

in the Age of Garrison

NANCY GARDNER PRINCE

• So many sources of New England 
Black history are fragments

• Often written by others/by whites

• Nancy Prince able to tell her own 
story, in her own words

• Three editions (1850-1853)
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE

• Her book and lectures were 
remembered decades after her death

• “The Woman’s Era” newspaper 
“Reminiscences” articles (1894)
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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❖ Turbulent life

❖ Father: Thomas Gardner, sailor from Nantucket moved to 
Newburyport – died from tuberculosis after Nancy born

❖ Mother moved family to Gloucester – remarried sailor Money Vose (six 

more children) – who died after capture in War of 1812 by British

❖ Family impoverished & scattered – odd jobs, berry picking, servant

❖ 1815: physically rescued sister Silvia from brothel in Boston
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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❖ “I made up my mind to leave the country.”

❖ 1823: At age 24, married sailor Nero Prince (previously met as child in 1810)

❖ Founding member of African Grand Lodge of Masons/Prince Hall Masons

❖ Organized advocacy for equal treatment & education + abolition of slavery 

❖ Elected second Grand Master in 1808

❖ Nero Prince recruited to be one of 20 Black footmen serving the Russian Emperor
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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❖ Sailed to Russia with Nero Prince in 1824
❖ Visited King of Denmark’s palace enroute

❖ Lived in Russia in Czar’s court for next 
decade
❖ Nancy learned to speak French, Greek, Russian

❖ Made children’s clothing & ran boarding house

❖ Witnessed major events, e.g., failed 
Decembrist revolt
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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❖ Nancy’s health declined
in Russia – had to return 

to the U.S. in 1833

❖ Husband Nero Prince 
died in Russia before he 
could return & join her

Winter Palace – St. Petersburg, Russia
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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❖ 1830’s: Nancy worked as a 

seamstress; member of 
Boston Female Anti-Slavery 
Society

❖ Gave public lectures in 
Boston re. life and travels –
NOT common for woman in 
1830s

❖ “Many gave testimony to the 
light they received” from her 
lectures 

The Liberator, March 15, 1839 (p. 2)
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❖ Early 1840’s, Nancy sailed back and 

forth to Jamaica for missionary work

❖ Met self-emancipated former slaves who lead 
successful revolt on Creole slave ship

The Liberator (11/19/1841)
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❖ 1842: homeward voyage from Jamaica – captain diverted her ship 

Comet to Key West, FL and then New Orleans, LA

❖ Narrowly escaped kidnapping and enslavement

❖ Captain later told her that white passengers placed bets on whether 
someone could get her off vessel to be captured

❖ Witnessed other Black passengers kidnapped
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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❖ 1847: Nancy Prince – dramatic Underground Railroad rescue in Boston 
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE

27

❖ 1850’s: Nancy Prince published three editions 

of her influential travelogue & autobiography: 
The Life and Travels of Mrs. Nancy Prince

❖ 1894: “Her book may still be found in the houses 
of many of the old residents of Boston as well as 

other places all over Massachusetts.”

❖ 1854: Nancy invited to speak at National
Women’s Rights Convention in Philadelphia 

❖ She told audience she understood “women’s 
wrongs better than women’s right.” 
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NANCY GARDNER PRINCE
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▪ 1859: Nancy Prince died of heart failure at age 60

❖ Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in Everett, MA

❖ First Baptist Church of Boston suburban burial lots

▪ New gravestone installed by Florida Atlantic 
University professor, scholar, and attorney Ali Tal-
Mason

▪ After fading in collective memory for a 
century, Nancy Prince is newly 
remembered today
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