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Newburyport City Hall 

60 Pleasant Street, PO Box 550 

Newburyport, MA  01950 

978.465.4462 

FAX 978.465.4452 

parks@cityofnewburyport.com 

 
Minutes of the Newburyport Parks Commission 

October 17, 2016 

Call to order at 6:05 p.m. 

A quorum was present. 

 

In attendance: Kim Turner, Karen Popken, Ann Lagasse 

 

Also In attendance:  Lisë Reid, Mike Hennessey, Councilor Sharif Zeid, Councilor Jared Eigerman (see 

sign-in sheet for additional attendees) 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Issues 

Off Leash at Perkins Park 

Commissioners discussed a petition to designate Perkins Park as an off leash area.  The topic was tabled 

pending further review with site owner National Grid and potential survey of residents. 

 

Dexter Lane Gate Closure 

Director Reid reported that city officials had locked the gate access to Bradley Fuller Athletic Facility off 

of Dexter Lane for reasons of public safety based on an excess of street parking for athletic field 

activities. The Parks Commissioners had previously ruled that the gate be left open to allow pedestrian 

access to the facility. Commissioners discussed the closure and listened to resident requests to make the 

closure temporary. Motion to keep the gate locked until substantial completion of the Fuller track 

renovation project by Commissioner Lagasse, seconded by Commissioner Turner.  So voted on a 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

Lower Atkinson Common 
Commissioners discussed Community Action’s use of city property to store a trash dumpster, park a 
school bus and provide tenant parking. The topic was tabled pending further research of Community 
Action’s property deeds and plot plan. 

Commissioners reviewed a Parks Department request to relocate the gate at Pioneer Fields at Lower 
Atkinson so that it is further from Merrimac Street. Motion to approve gate relocation as requested by 
Commissioner Popken, seconded by Commissioner Lagasse.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 

Off Leash at Woodman Park 
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The commission discussed a proposal to designate a portion of Woodman Park as an off leash area.  The 
topic was tabled pending a resident survey.  

Trash Can Relocation 
Commissioners considered a request to move the following trash cans: 

 Clipper City Rail Trail can located north of Washington Street to the shad south of Washington; 

 Three cans at Atkinson Common to locate them closer to the walkway in locations that would be 
more amenable to their use. 

Motion to approve moving trash cans as requested by Commissioner Turner, seconded by 
Commissioner Popken.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

PARKS DIRECTOR UPDATES 

Current Projects 

Director Reid reported that a tree inventory at Moseley Woods has been completed by Bartlett Tree 

Service. The inventory found the city owns 5.1 million dollars in tree assets at the park and made 

prioritized recommendations for tree work.  

 

MEETING MINUTES REVIEW 

 

Commissioners asked for amendments to the August 2016 minutes. Motion to approve August 2016 

minutes as amended by Commissioner Popken, seconded by Commissioner Lagasse.  So voted on a 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

BUDGET/EXPENDITURES REVIEW 

 

Commissioners approved bills for 9/1, 9/15, 10/1 and 10/15 warrants. 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:08 p.m. 






















