
1 PARKSMINUTES2016.12.DOC | City of Newburyport 

 

Newburyport City Hall 

60 Pleasant Street, PO Box 550 

Newburyport, MA  01950 

978.465.4462 

FAX 978.465.4452 

parks@cityofnewburyport.com 

 
Minutes of the Newburyport Parks Commission 

December 19, 2016 

Call to order at 6:19 p.m. 

A quorum was present. 

 

In attendance: Ann Dykes , Stephen Sawyer, Kim Turner 

 

Also In attendance:  Lisë Reid, Mike Hennessey (see sign-in sheet for additional attendees) 

 

BUDGET & EXPENDITURES 

Elm Tree Purchase 

Commissioners reviewed a proposal to share the cost with the Tree Commission of the purchase of 50 
disease resistant, Liberty Elm trees for a discounted cost of $50 each.  The trees would be paid for in 
FY17, and delivered in fall of 2019.  Motion to approve spending $1,250 to purchase 25 Liberty Elm 
trees contingent on approval by Finance Department by Commissioner Dykes, seconded by 
Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Issues 

Atwood Park 
Commissioners discussed a proposal to install one or more interpretive panel s at Atwood Park 
documenting the history of the site including the life of Margaret Atwood. The project would potentially 
include hiring a high school intern to research content. Motion to approve installation of one or more 
interpretive panels at Atwood Park contingent on funding by Commissioner Turner, seconded by 
Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. Commissioner Turner noted that the 
Parks Commission would consult on placement of the panels within the park in coordination with central 
garden renovation efforts.  

Pioneer parking access, Community Action 
John Cuneo, Executive Director of Community Action, Inc. (CAI), presented a request that CAI be allowed 
to continue using the east parking lot at Pioneer Fields at Lower Atkinson for tenant and bus parking and 
storage of a trash dumpster.  Commissioners agreed the group should meet on site to better understand 
the issue before making a decision and that Director Reid should coordinate an on-site meeting. 
 
Skate Park Management 
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Motion to approve acceptance of Skate Park jurisdiction by Commissioner Turner, seconded by 
Commissioner Sawyer.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. Commissioner Turner noted her 
disappointment that prior assurances that maintenance funding would be allocated to this park had not 
been forthcoming.  

Off Leash at Perkins Park 

Commissioners heard again a request to create a shared use off leash program at Perkins Park.  Motion 
to table the issue until further legal research could be done regarding the Activity Use License and a 
full commission was present by Commissioner Dykes, seconded by Commissioner Turner.  So voted on 
a unanimous voice vote. 

Off Leash Hours at Cashman Park 

Commissioners considered a request to change the off-leash hours at Cashman Park during Daylight 
Standard Time.  Motion to retain the status quo of Cashman Park designated off leash hours by 
Commissioner Sawyer, seconded by Commissioner Turner.  So voted on a unanimous voice vote. 

Meeting adjourned 7:43 p.m. 






















