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October 25, 2023

Heather Shand
City Council President
60 Pleasant Street 

Newburyport, MA 01950 

Dear Councilor Shand and members of the Newburyport City Council,

I’m writing to you today regarding an artist requested extension of the current permit for use of the

“Pop Up Park” on Merrimac Street. Since early June, the Firehouse Center for the Arts has been 

hosting the Newburyport Arts and Culture Shanties program in this location. We are grateful that 

City Council granted us permission to use this space in an unorthodox manner throughout the 

summer and, I think we can all agree, this has been a great use of the space. Aside from adding 

color and vibrancy to the street-scape, the location was able to continue to serve as a place for

residents and tourists alike to visit, grab a bite to eat (especially during Yankee Homecoming!), and 

support local artisans in a unique way.  

With construction beginning late in the summer, the Shanties provided a cleaner view in our 

downtown versus the chain link fence and have continued to be a topic of conversation throughout 

the community. At one point, there was an artist from North Carolina that was staying in 

Marblehead for the summer and happened to walk past the Shanties – she immediately rented one 

for the following weekend! All this to say, the Shanties have provided a positive impact in their 

current location and have added a vivacity to an otherwise underutilized area. 

With this in mind, and at the request of several artists, the Firehouse Center for the Arts is 

requesting to continue using the space through December 29, 2023. With the Newburyport

Chamber of Commerce hosting beer garden events – and their hope of using the shanties – along 

with the desire for a winter market within the downtown area, this seems like it would be a win-win 

for all parties. There are enough restrooms to accommodate and the Chamber of Commerce has 

provided electrical access for lighting, etc. If approved, the Firehouse would provide propane heat 
towers (like you see at outdoor dining) to accommodate the changing weather.

We are grateful for the consideration and I look forward to hearing from you. 

With thanks, 

John F. Moynihan 

Executive Director 

Attachments:
Updated Certificate of Insurance
Letters of Support from local artists

Lisa Wetenkamp 
President 

Shauna Pieniazek 
Vice President 

Henry Perazzelli 
Treasurer 

Kristen Jackman 
Clerk  

Board of Directors 
Tom Hopp 

Michelle Miakos 
Lydia Pollard 
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Kevin Stromski 

Staff 

John F. Moynihan 
Executive Director 

Christine Stover 
Director of Operations 

and Administration 
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It cannot be underestimated the benefits of simply meeting and working beside other artists for the 

duration of a weekend (or more). At first glance, it appears this program is for the artists to sell their work 

- but the benefits extend far beyond that and in many directions.

This program has an entrepreneurial nature allowing the artists to work together as a team to support the 

space (by bringing flowers, playing music, or setting up games for kids) and collaborate together to make 

the best possible experience for the customer, community, and families. Doing something for the 

community in itself has a substantial and inherent value that has been a pleasure to witness every 

weekend. Meeting other artists like John, Linda, Eve, Gina, Deb and more who so passionately love this 

community and want to give back gave me a renewed faith and energy about the work that I do and the 

importance of sharing it. I spoke with hundreds of people - many of them who weren't there to buy 

anything - but simply wanted to talk - talk about art, inspiration, beauty, even personal hardship - some 

just to engage with culture in silence for a short time. Art is healing and this is proof.  

The unique structure and forum feel of this space is a draw over other types of exhibiting options because 

not only does the space allow such collaboration, but it depends on it. I have made new friends of these 

artists across many different mediums that I have learned from and will be incorporating their support and 

suggestions into my business. In fact Deb (who is a charcoal artist) made a beautiful suggestion about my 

work in August and I now have a whole new line of business as a result. We are in different mediums and 

yet her advice was invaluable. Each weekend's success is based on the skills and interest of the artists 

there - so each weekend is also a new and fun opportunity to be creative together in how the shanty 

experience is executed.  

This unique collaboration opportunity also makes an interesting draw for the customer who will come 

back each week and have a different and new experience. After about a month of participating I noticed 

repeat customers coming back and checking on what's new or coming back to buy a piece they had been 

contemplating the week before. On a Sunday, I decided to stay throughout the rain. I had 10-15 

Newburyport customers come even in the rain to look at what I was offering and give a nod of support 

and encouragement.  

I could see momentum beginning where the community makes the shanties a weekend stop on their list to 

see what's new and support the artist through rain (light rain) and shine. I had a half dozen or more 

customers asking me if the market would be extended through the holidays remarking how festive and fun 

the space would be with music and twinkly lights - perfect for families out doing their holiday shopping 

with cups of cocoa in hand. I couldn't agree more. 

I am a full-time artist so this type of work very literally puts food on the table for my family. With the rain 

each weekend I didn't always make big sales - but I made big connections with future clients that will add 

up over time and translate to meaningful business for me that isn't transient but lasting.  

I genuinely appreciate this market as an opportunity for artists to grow with each other and the 

community. I give my full support to extend the season through the fall. Programs like this need to be 

protected and I am just so grateful I tripped across it one day this summer while visiting Newburyport. 

Sophia Diana Creations 



I was one of the artists that rented a shanty this past August. It was my first opportunity to sell my art 

outside of family and friends and it was a great first experience as I move from hobbyist to professional 

artist.  

Encouraging an ongoing artist marketplace in an art minded city such as Newburyport is such a great 

idea! I know it is still in its "grass roots" phase but it is an idea that should be encouraged. Even the way it 

has changed and grown from June to October of this year with some additional advertisement, the 

umbrellas, artists choosing to extend their # of participating weekends, etc shows how the firehouse has 

listened to the suggestions of participating artists as well as the enthusiasm of some of the artists to see 

this idea reach its potential. 

If you decide to add an extended season or special holiday market, I would love to participate. 

Deb Hewey 

As a previous shanty renter, I am writing to voice my support for an extension of shanties scheduling. 

I had a very successful few days in the shanties, this past summer, and would love another opportunity to 

show and sell my work there! 

Seeing as the holiday season will soon be upon us, and given Newburyport’s draw for tourists, holiday 

shoppers, etc., it seems like a no-brainer to add to the downtown’s bustling and festive nature by having 

the wonderful shanties up and running! 

Thank you for considering the possibility of having the shanties be part of the Fall and pre-holiday 

activities in downtown Newburyport. 

Sam Kimball 

Thank you for the opportunity to exhibit my work at the Shanty installation. I had robust sales, 

even with sprinkles and some rain. Almost everyone commented on how great it was to casually 

shop and look at original art and photographs while going to lunch or dinner; many were already 

shopping for the holidays and asked if I would be there for the holiday season. 

I would commit to any extension you can offer to exhibit in the shanty, and I would love to book 

the season next spring. This unique program provides: 

• Shoppers and residents have a unique variety of artistic goods

• A showcase of local arts

• Places to sit and play with the games and enjoy the lovely atmosphere of Newburyport.

Gina Tzizik Studios 
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