
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

Minutesofthe2August2012Meeting
1 CalltoOrder

TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
735in theCityCouncilChambers CityHall Present SteveDodge NedMcGrath Linda
Smiley BillTodd andMargaretWelch Absent TomKolterjahn Inattendance Planning
DirectorAndyPort

2 OldBusiness

251MerrimacStreet BradKutcher owner NHCmemberKolterjahnhadmadeasitevisit
withMr Kutcherinattendance thenotesMr Kolterjahnwrotere removalofelementsspecified
toberetainedinthepreservation restrictionweredistributedtotheNHC Mr Kutcherspoke
abouthisworkonthemainbuildingincludingasbestosshingleremoval Heanswered the
specificpointsinMr Kolterjahnsnotes

1 Mr KutcherwillreplicatethefrontdoorandhardwarefacingMerrimacfortheOaklandside
entrance hehadremovedthatdoor

2 Hewillalsoreplaceonesidelightandreplicateittoreplacetheotherlightsaroundthedoor
hehadreplacedtheoriginalwithinappropriateGeorgian stylereproductionlights

3 Mr KolterjahnnotedthatthecolumnsfortheMerrimacStreetdoorwayhadnotbeenrestored
yet Mr Kutcherwillhavenewbasesfabricated withtherestoredcolumnsreinforcedwithnew
structuralelements

4 Mr Kutcherclaimedthathehadhadtheoriginalwoodwindowtrimreplicated Mr
Kolterjahnnotedthatthereplacementwindowswereinappropriately blockeddown and
negativelyaffectedthebuildingsappearance

5 Mr Kolterjahnnotedthatmanyelementsincludingthecornertrim roofedgetrim fireplace
mantles andpediments overthedoorhadbeenpreserved HecommendedMr Kutcherfor
preservingtheinteriorstaircase

6 Mr Kutcherwillprovidemorephotodocumentationoftheproject

ThePlanningBoardhadrequestedtheNHCtorereviewtheprojectbecauseMr Kutcherhad
returnedtothePBtorequestanamendmenttohisspecial permit Thechair andothermembers
conveyedtoPlanningDirectorPortthat theythoughtthatMr Kutcherwasworkingingoodfaith
torestoreandrepairtheproperty Mr PortsaidthePlanningBoardwouldusethisfindinginits
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deliberations Mr Kutchersaidthathe wantedtodotheproject right becausehewishedto
continuetoworkinNewburyportand invitedNHCmemberstovisittheproject

ChairSmileysuspendedthe publicmeeting

3 PublicHearingfor284WaterStreet

At800ChairSmiley openedthepublichearing Neithertheownersnortheir representatives
werepresent Through thePlanningOffice theownerssaidthatthey wishedtofreeupthe
propertyforavarietyofpurposes Noonespokeinfavorofthedemolitionofthehouseandits
outbuildings

WilliamHarris 5254Lime Street spokeinopposition Hewasconcernedthatthisapplication
representedasignificantprecedenceinthattheownerwasmakingablanketrequest Hesaid
thatthepurposeoftheordinancewasfor theownerandtheNHCtoworktowardssolutions to
preservethebuildings thisapplicationdefiestheordinance sintent Mr Harriswouldsaytothe
ZBAwhennewbuildingson thepropertywereproposedthatthe owners handswere not
clean HisresearchindicatedthattheSearsweresophisticatedpropertyownersandinvestors
Heinquiredwhetheritwouldbepossibletolimitthedemolitionpermittoonlythisownerandto
limitthelength Hesaidthatitwasa sadnightforNewburyport

AlandColleenCoxof6ShandelDrivesaidthatitwasabeautifulpropertyandthatmuch
renovationanddevelopmenthadbeenoccurringintheirneighborhood

StephanieNiketic 93HighStreet saidthat theowners intentseemed unusualandwrong to
her

ChairSmileyclosedthepublichearingat815

4 DemolitionApplications cont

284WaterStreet HerbertSears applicant Chair Smileysaidthatthisapplication wasafirst
MemberMcGrathaskedwhetherthedemolitionpermitstayswiththeoriginalapplicant
PlanningDirectorPortsaidthatthecurrentdemolitiondelayordinancedoesntlimitthepermit
intimeorbyownership AdiscussionensuedinwhichWilliamHarrissuggestedthatthe
demolitionpermitbelimitedtotheinitialapplicantandtosixmonths Itwassuggestedthatthe
NHClimitthisapplication toonlythecurrentapplicant andnotbeyondtheregularperiodfor
demolitionpermits ChairSmileysaidthatasimilarapplicationhadbeensubmitted andlater
withdrawn foranotherWaterStreetproperty Mr Coxsaidthathewouldnotbesurprised ifthe
Searspropertysoldfor25million Mr HarrissaidthattheNHCcouldmakecomments tothe
ZBAaboutusesforproperties whosehistoricbuildingshavebeenremoved NHCmember
Welchsaidthat becausesuchreviewwasnotmandatory itwouldbeinconsistent NHC
memberToddthankedtheaudiencefortheircomments
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ChairSmileymakethefollowingmotion 1 thattheoneyeardelaybeimposed 2 thatthe
demolitionpermitbe limitedtothis ownerandthatitnotextendbeyondthattimeallowablefor
demolitionpermits and3 that ifonepartofthisorderisunenforceable theotherpartwould
remainvalid TheNHCapprovedthemotion 5yes 1absent

MembersandthePlanningDirectorhadageneraldiscussionaboutrevisingthedemolitiondelay
ordinance

7 ReviewofMinutes

TheNHCacceptedtheminutesof19July 5yes 1absent
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