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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comrnunity)

The Corl iss Memorial Building, known today as the Newburyport
y. i \ i .C.A. Civ ic Center,  was compleied in 1891. I t  is  the only example of

Richardsonian Romanesque archiiecture in Newburyport tod'ay. The build' ing

was designed by amos P. Cutt ing of  t r {orcester '  Massachusetts.  Cutt ing had

an extensive piactice in the state in the latter nineteenth century and

was part iculal ty noteC for the desj-gn of  over f i f ty  churches'

The y. l , i .C.A. C:-v ic Center is an excel lent  example of  the robust
sty le popular ized by H. H. Richardson in the late nineteenth century.
fhe use of brownstoie and terra cotta to tr im the brick building (cont. )

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
anci how the building relates to the development of the connunity)

The y.M.C.A. Civ ic Center was bui l t  as a memorial  to George H. Cor l iss
of providence, Rhode Island, who gave hj-s name to the Corl iss Sr-earn
Engine, the centerpiece of the Philadelphia Centennj-al Exposit ion in
1816. The engine lrovided. power for the entire exposit ion, and culminated
the inaugural-cereironi-es as i t  was started jointJ-y by President Grant
and Empeior Oon ped.ro of Brazi l .  Some time afier the close of the
nxposil ion, the Engine was purchased by the Pultman Company and was used

to porcer the car works unt i l  1911. Mr.  Cor l iss himsel f  served as the

Comirissioner for Rhode Island to the Philadelphia Exposit ion.

I ir.  Corl iss'wife came from a prominent Newburyport famS-ly and they
lived in the Timothy Dexter house on High Street for serreral years.
George Corl iss had f lanned to assist  the Y.M.C.A" in erect ing a bui ld ingl ,
but diea before the pJ-ans could be prepared. His widow and children
decidecl to donate the building in his nemory.

The y. I I .C,A. was organi-zed in 1975. At that  t i rne i t  occupied rooms
in a buirding on State Sireet.  In 1880 the organizat ion leased t l re
seconi ald third f loors of a buj- lding a.t the corner of Pleasant Street
and Halers Court. The Newburyao.rt Young Menrs Christ ian Associa-t ien was
incor; :<,rated on September 1.  f -ggA, and in 1BBB, the associa: ion purchased

a lot cf land at the corner of gtate ancl l larr is Streets.

The cornerstone of  the bui lc l ing was ia id on June 2J-,1890. The
ad<lress rvas delivere.l  by Right Reverend Ti:omas March CJ-ark, Bishop of

F-hod"e fsland and a native oi t ,rewburyport. The buildirrg was dedicated on
Apri l  \7,  i891. Since that d.ate.  chb associat ion i :as operated the bui ld ing
a-s a qivic-center contributing to the mcral growth and development (cont.)
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ARCHITECTIJRAL STSNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

contributes to the richness of Cuttingrs design. Few changres have
been inade to the exterlor of the building, although the inierior has
been altered to accomodate the varying uies of thi y.M.c.A.

The build"ing retains an exquisite series of stained glass windcrws
which date from the original construction period.

I'TSTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

of the young people of Newburlport.

Newburyport
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