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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICAIICE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within cornrnunit.v)

The Dalton house j-s the f inest Georgian house in Newburynort. I t
r ivals the f inest  Georgian domest ic archi tecture in the Uni ted States.
The bui ld ing is two stor ies high with a s late gambrel  roof .  The facade
is of rusti-cated wood while the other sides are clapboard.ed. Important
architectural features are the nrodil l ioned cornice, the f ive pedimented
roof Cormers. The house originally had a roof balustrade which has been
removed. The interior of the house has been altered to accomodate the
Dal-ton Club. It  does retain some excellent woodwork and panelinq.

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state hi.story
and how the building relates to the developnent of the corrnunitl')

The house was buil t  b1,- l{ ichael Dalton about L7 47. Dait,on was born
in Hampton, New Hampshire, and came to Newbury to engage in seafar5-ng.
He became a master mariner. In 1735 he married, became a merchant and,
short. ly thereafter buil t  this house. I{ ichael Dalton owned a wharf and
dist i l lery and was involved in the import-export traCe that prospered
during the eighteenth century.

In L764, Michael  deeded the house to his son Tr istram. Tr istram had
attended Harvard and later married the daughter of Marblehead's wealthiest
merchant.  Tr istram stucied law and jo ined his father 's business. Upon
his fatherrs death Tr istram Dalton inher i ted his fatherrs estate.

The younger Dalton served in many public posit ions. IIe was a clelegate
to the Provincial Congress, a representat:-ve to the General Court,
Speaker of the Massachusetts House and a delegate to the rati fying conven-
t ion of  17BB in l4assachusetts.  In March L776 Dalton, as chairman of  the
1ocal Cornmittee of Pubiic Safety, was ordered by the Massachusetts
iegj-s lature to f i t  out  two ships for  ra ids on Br i t ish ships" In Li78
Dalton attended a convention in lpswich that hel-ped tc fra:ne the
Massachusetts constitut ion" After the Revolutionary War, Dalton was
chosen Junior Senator. Ile proceeded to New York with Newburlrport I s
nercant i le interests at  heart .

Whrle Tristram Dalton awned this house it  was vlsited by many
il lustr ious men" These j-ncluded George Washington, John guincl- Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, James l lonroe and l4arquis de LaFayette.
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IIISTORTCAL SIGNTFICANCE (CONTINUED}

Tristran Dalton and his wife iived in this house until L792. At
that tirne it was sold to Moses Bro\rr'nranother trlrominent Newburyport
merchant. In L827, the property was wi.lled to William and Sarah Bannister.
The property changed hands on several other occasj,ons before it was
purchased by the Dalton Club in 1897. fhe Dalton Club is a men's club
that continues to own and occupy the Dalton House.
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