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ARCHITECTURA,L SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and

evaluate in terns of other buildings within conmunity)

This house j-s an exquisite example of the "sguare 1-r9u3es" which

were nuir t  a long nigh st ieet  in the ear ly years of  the 19th century '

The house is Federal  in-sty le,  of  three i tor ies wi th hipped roof and

smal lsquarewindowsinth.et 'h i rdstory.ngtaplearchi tectural features
include the beautirurry a"t. ir"a corni ie and the Palladian window over

the original doorway. The f ine Greek Revival porch and doorway are an

add.it ion to the original structure. These changes wgre- probably made when

thehousechangearrandsinls4l .Thehouseor ig inal lyhadagreenhouse
whichwasdestroyedwhenthebarnwasmovedfurtherfromthehouse.The

( cont.  )

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the couununity)

Ebenezer stocker purchased this parcel of land from the widow

oorcas N;t ; ;  in L7g7. 'H.  boi l t  th is i louse and sold the other hal f  of

the land to Ebenezer wheelwright. stocker was a prominent merchant and

shipowner.HehadabusinessonTerryWharfandownedseveralvessels
including the Br ig 'Annl  bui l t  in*18001 the Br ig 'Mary",-bui l t  in 1787'

and the ships'colunbu=;""J;F"ace-bui l t  in 1800 and L789 respect ively '

He was one of serzerar Newburyport cit izens that provided for.the

bui ld ing--of  
- . f r .  

snip; t t lerr imal l "  of  350 tons in 1798. This ship was

given to the U. S. Government '

stocker was a member or director of the Marine Fire society'

the Merrimack Human society, the Newburyport Yarine Insurance company'

and the Merrimack Bank. Between 1789 aitb ra00 he was a partner with

wil l iam Farrisrunder the f irm name of Farris and stockerr- involved in

mercant i le pur iu i ts.  Stocker served as a selectman in I795'

The house was sold to rsaac Adams in 1808 and had several other

owners before i t  was sord to wi l l iam wheelwright in 1841. wi l l iam

I^Jheelwrj-cht is one cf Newburypo::t '  s rnosi famous cj-t izens " Wheelwright

was born rn Newnuryoo:: 'r* anO attenCeci public-schools the::e" He took

to the sea as a cabrn boy on a vessei headed to the v' lest rndies at the

( ase of  s ixteen. In lB23 he was captain gf  : l : - " t :="1--* i : : i? 
Empire"

" when it  was wrecked off South amerl-ca. rn 1825, he was appointed united

( States counsul at Guiyaquil ,  then the most important port on the Pacif ic
' \  

eoast.

Wheelwright laterfoundedabusinessthere.Hethenmovedto ( cont.  )
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONT]NUED)

new wing buil t  after that t ime obscurred part of the original formal
gard,en. The garden was designed by Henry V. Ward and planted by a
gardener named Armstrong. The gardens were exceptional and were
documented by HABS in 1936. The garden house and pump house d.ating
from the early 19th century st i11 exist in their original locations.

IIISTORICAL S]GNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

Chile and devoted his t,ime and energy to the development of loca1
industrj-es, including the organization of the Pacif ic Steam Navigation
Company and the establishment of a l ine of steamers to and from the
fsthmus of Panama connecting Valparaiso wi-th Europe" Years of his work
led to the organizatj-on of the Grand Central Argentine Railway Company
and the construction of a road between Rosario to Cordova, Central
Argentina, a distance of over two hundred and forty miles. He later
organized the Ensenada Railway Company. Because of his work 1n South
America,  Wheelwright is considered a nat ional  hero in Chi1e. His
statue stands in ValparaisorChi le 's th i rd largest c i ty.

At the t ime of  h is death,  in 1873, part  of  h is estate was placed
in the hands of trustees for use by "Protestant young men in the city
of  Newburyport  . . . in obtaining a sci-ent i f ic  educat ion" Since that t ime
over f i f teen hundred young men have benefited from this endowment.

The house at 75 High Street stayed in the Wheelwright family unti l
1886 when it  was left by Martha Gerrj-sh Wheelwright. to the Socj-ety for
the Relief of Aged Women. This organization continues to own and occupy
the bui ld inq.

Hse.


