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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAIJCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in te:ms of other buildings within conuni:nity)

This house is an exceptional example of the terraced "Sguare"
house bui l t  a long High Street in the ear ly years of  the igth century.
The house has notable architectural features including the elegant
balustrade, two story entrance pavil l ion with PalladiOawindow surmounted
by balustrade matching that of the roof. On the f irst f loor the port ico
is supporLed by f luted Ionic columns. The entablature above j-s elegantly
detai led wi th modi l l ions.  The cornice moulding is one cal led a "bee
hive" moulding in Newburyport where it  is quite common. The house has
an eIl  on the Northwest side that has arched openings at the door and the

( cont.  )

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICIJ'ICE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the connunity)

This house was buil t  by Richard Pike a merchant and shipowner
in Newburyport. He was the owner of the Schooners "Go Ahead", and
"Martha" bui l t  in 1811 and 1791 respect ively.  He was also part  owner
of i -he sh' in "Washington" and Lhe Br ig "Lucy".  Pike was also prominent
in community organizations. He was a member of the Union Fire Society,
establ ished in 1810 for the distr ibut ion of  the Bible among the poor and
destitute. In 1799 he was chosen a director of the Newburyport Marine
Insurance Company. Pike was one of the foounders of the Newburyport
Academy and helped to establish the Newburyport Library Association.

In 1849 this house was purchased by Cal ib Cushing one of  Newburyport 's
most prominent and i l lustr j-ous cit izens. Cushing grew up in Newburyport
and attended Harvard College and Harvard Law Schooi. He was admitted to
the bar in 1821 and opened a pract ice in Newburyport .  In 1833 and 1834
Cushing was a representative to the General Court and was elected
representative f iom the Third Massachusetts congressional distr ict in
1834. He was re-elected three t imes. At the end of  h is th i rd term he
was appointed commissioner to China, a post he held for  two years.  In
LB4'7 tre toot- eommand of a regiment organized fo:: service in the Mexican
lvar.  Cushrng suggestec.  tne act  anr le:{ l -nc areas o{ Newbury cc i r ;ervburypor"- ,
in 1851. On June 24,1851, he was elected the f i rst  mayor of  the Ci ty
of Newburyport after i ts incorporation.

In March 1853 Cushing was appointed attorney-general of the United
States and he resided in Washington for the next four years. He served
as counsel to the negotiat ions for the Treaty of Washington in Geneva
in 1872. In 1874 he was appointed minister to Spain 
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