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Inventory No: NWB.229    

Historic Name: Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church 

Common Name: Temple Achavas Achim 

Address: 53 1/2 Washington St 

City/Town: Newburyport 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 49-8 

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Italianate 

Use(s): Church; Synagogue 

Significance: Architecture; Religion 

Area(s):
NWB.H: Washington Street Residential District
NWB.L: Newburyport Historic District
NWB.AB: Washington Street

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (8/2/1984) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Area Form no. 
229 

US6r$ 

N e w b u r y p o r t 

Draw map showing p r o p e r t y ' s 
l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o nearest 
cross s t r e e t s and othe r b u i l d i n g s 
or geographical f e a t u r e s . 
I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 

\ 
*0 
_ 

Recorded by Mary Jane S t i r g w o l t 

O r g a n i z a t i o n O f f i c e o f Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

Date 12-01-80 

53 1/2 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t 
W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t M e t h o d i s t 

|oric Name E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h / T e m p l e 
A c h a v a s A c h i m 

O r i g i n a l C h u r c h 

Present Temple A c h a v a s A c h i m 

s h i p : • P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n A r c h a v a s 
A c h i m C h u r c h 
Pu b l i c 

O r i g i n a l owner M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l 
C h u r c h 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1 8 5 1 

Source C u r r i e r , " H i s t o r y o f N b p t . " 

S t y l e I t a l i a n a t e 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c C l a p b o a r d s , f i r s t 
l e v e l r u s t i c a t e d 

Outbui 1 dings ; 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 8,63 0 s q . f t . \ 

S e t t i n g i n r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a o f 

p r i m a r i l y e i g h t e e n t h a n d n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y d w e l l i n g s . 

(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets he_p) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
evaluate i n terms o f other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n community) 
T h i s s t r u c t u r e has e l e m e n t s o f s e v e r a l o f t h e I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e s 

t h a t w e r e p o p u l a r d u r i n g t h e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The r o u n d headed / 

c o u p l e d w i n d o w s i n t h e f a c a d e a n d t h e h o o d m o u l d s on o t h e r w i n d o w s a r e 
f e a t u r e s o f t h e I t a l i a n V i l l a s t y l e . I n t h a t s t y l e , h o w e v e r , b r a c k e t s 
a r e p r o l i f i c and r u s t i c a t i o n i s u s u a l l y l i m i t e d t o a b u i l d i n g q u o i n s . 
The r u s t i c a t e d g r o u n d l e v e l i s p r o b a b l y t h e r e s u l t o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e 
R e n a i s s a n c e R e v i v a l . The f r o n t e n t r a n c e o f t h i s c h u r c h i s q u i t e e l a b o r a t e 
and may have been i n s p i r e d by t h e H i g h V i c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the community) 

T h i s s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t i n 1865 t o house t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n o f t h e 
F i r s t M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h i n N e w b u r y p o r t . The b u i l d i n g was 
d e d i c a t e d on November 2, 1865. A t t h e t u r n o f t h e p r e s e n t c e n t u r y t h e 
c h u r c h was known as t h e W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h o f 
N e w b u r y p o r t . 

S i n c e t h a t t i m e t h e p r o p e r t y was s o l d t o t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n o f t h e 
Temple A c h a v a s A c h i m and i t s e r v e s as t h e i r s y n a g o g u e . 

C 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
J. J . C u r r i e r , H i s t o r y o f N e w b u r y p o r t 1764-1905, v o l s . I and I I 

r e p r i n t , N e w b u r y p o r t 1977. 
A s s e s s o r ' s R e c o r d s 1890-1980 

"i.§T2 Map o f t h e C i t y o f Newburyporty-*M_w_s. D. G. B e e r s and Co. 

20M-2/80 



2. Town iSSION 
oston 
int to: 
>n 
i th the 
ide): 

p.: I-

Art / scmpture 
Education 
Government 
L i t e r a t u r e 
Music 

S t r ee t a d d r e s s / W i r ( i > u l i i H f o l cQlli / e 

Name Tr^pk (Ii _ _ _ A _ J - L ftcVlHI,, 
Original use______J_k__^^ 
P r e s e n t use 

Travel / communicat ion 
Mil i ta ry affairs 
Re l igion/phi los ophy 
Indians" ' 
Development of town/ci ty 

P r e s e n t owner 6cm^ ^ f l f e v l (kt< Gclim 
Open to public \ / g S 
Date j j(- Style -
Source of date_ 
Archi tec t HA 

3 . CONDITION: Excel lent [Goodl F a i r De te r io ra ted Moved Al te red Added 
4 . DESCRIPTION 

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High JRegula r f Low Mater ia l : <r}: UyS • 
WALL COVER: Wood CUa|9 DQQA/A B r i ck Stone Other 
ROOF: I R i Gambre l F l a t Hip Mansard 

Tower Cupola D o r m e r windows Ba lus t rade Gri l l work 
CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 4 Center End In te r io r I r r e g u l a r 
STORIES: 1 jTj 3 4 ATTACHMENTS: Wings El l Shed 
PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 PORTICO 

Clus te r E labora te 

Balcony 
FACADE: Gable end: [Front /Side Ornament : 

En t rance : Side \F r^mt j j cen te r /Side Deta i ls 
Windows: Spacing: Regular jTr regular Identical\Varied 20 OVf T-O <TH tOi-;oW>S, 
C o r n e r s : P la in P i l a s t e r s Quoins jCornerboards j IjQoqtu^ 13loc_. 4 (&f\- o-vi v&yyutyS 

5. Indicate location of s t r uc tu r e in re la t ion to 
nea r e s t c r o s s s t r e e t s and other buildings 

m o 

6. Footage of s t r uc tu r e from s t r e e t > 
P r o p e r t y has feet frontage on s t r e e t 

Recorde r 

F o r tlbjjf | 4 i a 4 W l < _ & CjSW »*» 
Photo Date A13 
SEE REVERSE SIDE JUN 2 9 1973 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE 
1. Outbuildings 
2. Landscape Features: Agriculture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/informal Predominant features Landscape architect 
3. Neighboring Structures 

Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 
Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use: Residential Commercial Religious Conditions: Excellent Good Fair Deteriorated 
GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on theme circled on front of form) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE 

RESTRICTIONS 
Original Owner: Deed Information: Book Number Page Registry of Deeds 


