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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within counnunity)

The Harr is Street Meet inghouse was bui l t  in 1796 to house the Second
Presbyter ian Society.  Or ig inal ly,  the structure was or iented toward
Green Street.  In 1856, the church was reor iented to face Harr is Street
which had been la id out in 1795. As constructed in 1796, the meet inghouse
confornted to the typical  meet inghouse plan of  the per ioC. In 1856, the
high pulpit and box pulpit of black walnut was placed in the meetinghouse
at a cost  of  $21400.00. In L9A7, the steeple of  the rnee- ' ingihouse was
removed" The exter ior  then remained relat ivel) 'unchanged unci i  !926" At
that t ime, the Greek Orthodox Church, harzing acguired the building in
7924, constructed the Byzantine style belfry and remocleled the i i : terlor

(cont)  .
HISToRICAL SiGI.IIFICANCE (explain the role owners piayed in loca1 or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the corununityJ

In L794, Reverend Daniel  Dana was ordained pastor of  the First
Presbyterian Church and Society. Short ly thereafter, members r:f  the
ongregat ion,  d. issat isf ied wi th his theoloqical  v iews, were organized as
the Second Presbyter ian Church in Newburyport .  on Sept.  3,  L975, the
proprietors purchased "about thirty-two rods of unoccupied 1and" upcn
which to bui ld a meet inghouse. The cornerstone was la id May L6, L796,
and the building was dedicated on December 22nd.

Rev. John Boddi ly was instal led in 1803. He preached to the
congregation for 2i years causing no small amount of controversy by his
belief in Democratic prenciples in a Federalist stronqhold l ike Newburypcrt.

In 1826, Rev. Daniel Dana became pastor of the church. For the next
twenty years, the socj-ei1' enjoyed the ministry of the very maa who forcec
the' ir secession from the First preshryterj.an Church.

In July L924, the nrembers of the Second Presbyterian church sold. the
meeiinghouse to the Greel< Orthod"ox Congregation and returned i-o the foid
of the Fi . rst  Presbyter ian Society.

The congregation of the Second Presbyterian Sttciety contained nany
of ihe I '{ewhuryportrs mosi i l lustr ious famil ies. These included the
Ti:combs' Tonpans and Ccff ins. According to one NewburySrcrt historian,
t i :e church proviCed the nucleus of Newburyportrs Democralic Society.

The bell '  hung in the helfry in 1801, was cast by John Warner a:rd Son,
London. and was dcnated by Newburyportrs eccentric Lo::d Timothv Dexler,
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Hf STOF i:AL SIG}IIFICANCE

The organ, st i l- i  in r,ropking onden, was 0pus 261 of the E t GG Hock Company
cf Bos{on in 1859. The Heek f inm was the most important o:gan f i rm in I ' iew
Fnrr-=nr in +ha 6ld-19th century.  At  that  t ime, each Drgan was designed! t rE Jalru rrr  Lr ls

speci f ic* l iy  for .  the bui iCing in which i t  was to be housed and each olrgan
was a un-Lque rnst::unent. The ongan remains in i lu ori.ginai lccation in the
bui iding ind has had oniy the most minon al-te::at ions.

The Gneek 0t-thodox Cong::egation has been a vital force in the develop-
nena cf Newbur] 'Do1.t since the early 20th centu::y. The chu::ch has pnovided
a fcnum foz' thi-s ccrnmunity fon the last f i f ty years

AF.CHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

to conform to the Greek Orthodox tradit ion. The i larrr-s Street meeting
house retains the Victorian pews from the 1856 renovation. Unfortunateiy
much of the original detai l  of the meetinghouse has not survived unti l  the
present day. The interior probably was similar, though less elaborate,
than the :-ntericr of the First RelJ-gious Soclety of Newburyport I  s Meeting
House an Pleasant Street. The parish hall  behind the neetinghouse has
undergone total renovation since 1951.
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