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Neroburtzport

r3ss 49 Green Sireet

ror: . , :  Nane Pctter-Pett ingiJ-1 House

: Originai Residence

present R.esidence

ership : S Private individual
Private organization

Publ ic

Original owner ,Tameq Pott .e,r-

uiSCRIPTION:

Date c-  1806

Source i la le,  "Old Newluryport  Homes' '

Style Federal  . ----

Architect Unknov.rn

Exter ior  wai l  fabr ic ClapboardS-

Outbui ldings

Maj or al terat ions (with dates) Door '*ay

al- tered ( l -850) and bay windows aj ldeC,

addi t ion at  rear (date unknown)
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Moved Date

Approx. acreage l -0,350 sq. f t .

Recorded by Marv Jane St irowo' i  t Satr ino,  House is set  about twenty feet :

Organizat ion Off lce of Community
Development

of f  Green Street,  adjacent to High

Street.  The Immaculate Concept ion

Church and school  is  lccated across
the street.

(Staple addl t ional  sheet-s here)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant archi tectural  features and
evaiuate in terms of other bui ldings within conrnunitr ' )

This house is an excel lent  example of  the three story Federal
domest ic archi tecture bui l t  by Newburlrport 's  upper c lass dur ing the
aar l - rz \ /€r : rs of  the nineteenth century.  The cornice,  rnade up of  mutules,
is elegant,  as is the del- icate entablature that  graces the bui ld ing's
window caps. The house retains i ts overal l  s lzmmetr ical  form' The
doorway of the house was al- tered and now has r-he proport icns and
character of  the late Greek Rerr ival  sty1e. The Greek elemenLs are the
ausrere Dor ic orde:: ,  the large wi;rdow l ights to the s ide and above the
r lnnr :n, l  the wide fascia in the entablature above.,  
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HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i-n Ioca1 or state histcr,v
and horn'  the bui lding relates to the developnent of the conmunity)

James Potter,  the or ig inal  owner of  the house, scld i t  to John
trct t inoi ' l I  in 1809. Pett ingi l l  was a prominent Newburyport  merchant.!  r ,  e e*.rY *4 *

He was a member of  St .  Peter 's Lodge and in L '799, was chosen one of  the
directors of the Newburyport  Marine Insurance Corapanl: .  in 1795 and L796
he was elected selectman of  Newburyport .  Pett ingi l l  was one of  the
incorr :orators of  the Merr inack River Associat ion,  author ized to bui lc
locks anct canals at  the fa l ls of  the }4err imack. In 1803 he was an
inr:ornorator cf  the Newburlzport  Turnpike Corporat j -on.  " to lay and bui ld
a rrrrnni  ke road four roos wioe, f  ror ,L the head oi  State Street ineErr.v+/\s

Uewburypor+-,  j -n as near ly a straight l ine as possible to Chel-sea Br5.dge"
with l iberty to ereec turnpike gates and es=ablrsh tc l ls  for  che use of
t 'he sam€" Pett inq-i l i  was part owner of the tsrig "Hazard", comnrissicned
aolet ter  of  ,oarqie" in 17-81, and part  owner of  the Br ig "George",
r ' .anrrrrar:r hy French privateers during the war between France and England.

Later, in the nineteenth century, t ire house was owned by Joseph
S" Pike and in 1872, Freder ick J.  Coff in was the propr iesor.  Ccff in
\,ras an aychi- ' lect in Newiruryport and was the desigrrer of i :he First
Bapt ist  Cirurch at  26 Green Street as wel l  as severai  of  the schools
in Newburyport. He was also on the buildinE eo:nmitsee fo:: the
construct:-on of the new Tovrn Hail- irr 1851" This builcing became the
City Hal l  in 1851, when Nevrburyport  was granted a c i - iy  c; :ar ie: : ,  Coff tn
sen'eC as postmaster 1850-1853 and as a repres€;ita' i-- i-ve to qhe Generai
Courr  in 184i  and 1845 and on the Board c- f  Alde:rnren in 18'5i  arrd i 'd67.
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