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ARCHITECTUR{L SIGNIFICA-}JCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other bui ldings within conrmunity)
This house is simi lar to many bui l - t  in Newburyport  dur ing the

eighteenth century.  f t  is  of  two stor ies wi th a ganbrel  roof  and a
symmetr ical  f ive bay facade. Tire gambrel-  roof r*as popular intc the
nineteenth century because of  the addi t iona] headroorn i t  af fcrded. This
house has a wide low gambrel indicat ive of i ts mid-eighi.eenth century
construct ion date.  The front entrance has been al t .ered and retains l i t t le
of : - ts or iginal  character.  The doorway lrras probabl lz or igi  n31iy 1:edimented
vr i th ni iasters to each side of  t l re door

HIST0T]ICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in locai o" siate histor l '
and how the bui lding relates to the developrnent of the connunity)

This house or ig inal ly stood or i  North Atkinson Street.  f t  rcas bui i t
by Bi-s i rop Edward Bass, Pastor of  St .  PauI 's Episcopai  Church on High
{fraaf in 1752. Bishcp Bass was the Pastor of  St .  Paul 's Church foru/ +rr

decades" f 'o i lowing the Rerzolut ionarlz War: he was instrumental  in heh: ing
to organ. i -ze the Episcopal  Church in Arner ica.  He was later appo' inced the
€. i  

- . - -  
r^. i  ^-^^.!4!o- ur>rrup of  I ' lassachusetts,  I ' iew Hampshire and Rhode Is land. Bishop Bass

'-  <1ied in 1803. In 1B4B the house was moved to i ts present s i te cn intrashington
- l i - raet  D- ior  to that  t ime this land was part  of  the Quaker Bu: ia l  Ground.

The cwners of the house in 1851, appear to ha\ze been Capta:n John Couch
and Captain John Raynes. Nei ther were in residence here.  Pr icr  to LB72l
j -ha nrnnar+y was sold and in that year Joseph A. Bamfcrd and Hannah and
'f  ane l Ierve:z vJere in residence here. Bamford was a f  ish dealer v;hc operated
his business at  the Market tandinq. Todav the Bass house is i i . : rded into
several-  apartments.
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