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Public

Original owner

IPTION:

c. 1811

Source Hale,  "Old Newburyport  Houses"

Styie Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wal i  fabr ic Brick

0utbuildings None
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Ma;or alterations (with dates) Converted

from single family _residence to -

apartment buildinq with professional
EFfIces on r i rst  f loor (L974) .

Recorded by Mary Jane Stirgwolt

0rganizat ion Office of Community
uevel(JPrt terr  L

litoved Dnfe

.\pprox. acreage B,348 sq. f t .

Serr ins Set about twentv feet  of f  Green
StreetE-area- of excellent Georgian
and Federal  domest ic archi tecture
presently occupl-eo oy ml-xeo resroentrl-a
lnd commercial- interests .Date 6-31-80 _
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAIiCE (describe inportant archi tectural  features and
evaluate in terms of other bui- ldings within conununity)

This house is an excel lent  example of  the f ine Fei .eral  domest i -c
rrahi t -an{-rr1 's bui l t  in Newburyport  in the ear ly nineteenth century.  The
three story forrn wi th decreasing window size in the upper f loors is
frznin:11r2 p6f lss3f ,  as are the splayed window l intels and mi:r i rn ized'hip
rcrnf also cha.racter ist ic of  the Federal  strr le.  The use of  brownstone
for the window l intels is unusual but not rare in Newburyoort. The
archeC doorways, wi th elegant el l ipt ical  fanl ights are except ional  and,
of  course, or ig inal  features of  the house"

FiIST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local o: state history
and how the building reiates to the development of the courmunity)

The Dodge-Ki ley House was bui l t  by Al len Dodge i r r  1811. He had
acquired the property in 1807. Dodge was probably a merchant in
Newburlzport  as he is registered as owner of  the schooner "Ci t izen" bui l t
in 1802 and part  owner of  a ship,  a lso named "CJ,t izen",  br : i i t  - tn 1809.
Al len Dodge was elected selectman in the town cf  Newburyport  in 1814.

Later,  in the nineteenth century,  R. ichard W. Drown ani  farni i r '  l rved
in this house. Drown was a clock and watchmaker and had a shop on
Merr-imack Street opposi+-e the foot of Green Street. Drown noved fror 'r.
the house c.  1840 to a home on the corner of  High Street and Cour: t  Street.
At his death in iBBB, he lef t  the bulk of  h is estate to benef i t  the poor
and indigent older men born in this ccuntry and resi<lents cr Newlru.r lzport.

Between 1840 and 1906, Thomas Davis and his heirs_occupied the house.
Davis was the treasurer of the Newburyport Railroad Compani' ,  He served
as a Serqeant in the Ir iar of LBL? and was placed in charge of t ire batteries
on Pl. 'urn fsland. He was later elected seiectman'in the town of I 'Jewburvport
between 1848 and 1850.

James Kiley purchased the propert) '  in i905 and bequeathed it  t .o . 'he

Church of the Imrnaculate Conception. Shcrt ly thereafter the bui. iCing was
divided into apartments. Today, the buildlng is pr:-vatgly oarned a::d is
occupied by apar l - -ments and professicnal  of  f  i ;es.

BIBLIOGRI.PFIY and, '  i :  REFEi{EIr"CES

A" ! is. l - l ,  Old l iewburyport  Houses. Bostcnt 19i2.
As seseor '5-Ee55Fd.s-
J " . f  "  C:rrr ier ,  : i istor l '  of 17 64-1905 , vors.  I  ano r l ,

l iewburypo:t '  L964.

Beei:s and Co " 20M-2l80

reprin ;, xe.,obtiffiiLa97=T
R. Chenelz,  ! { i ,stor}r  of  lv lerr imac River
i8st Fl arr oFiiffirfFo?ilTlffi.-C:-
IB7? , l{ap of the City of Newburypori,
1851,!87V City Director ies

S:ripb-ai{ciing:,
l4clncire

Iv l . rcc f )  :

Nevrbu::


