
FORM B . BUILDING

EASSACHUSETTS H]STORICAI CCMMISSION
[,tA 02108

RIPTION:

location i.n relation to neares
cross streets and other buildings Date c.  1845
or geograPhical features.
Indi.cate north.

Newburyport

" .AC 
< 38 l,lunroe Street

tor ic Nane Robert Merri l l  House

: 0riginal.

Present

Residence

Residence

rship: ffi Private indlvidual
Private organization

Publ ic

0riginal omer Robert M. Merri l l

Source Curr ier ,  "History of  Nbpt-  "

Style Greek Revival

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa11 fabric Clapboards

0utbuildings Shed

--Lrie*:i-.:-;;

l - t ' : t"Rc
-t

k
r

6;-..

tn-
t...

u <<!);'-a--?

/-\
\..-/
+1t

t-
Maj or al terat ions (with dates)

at  rear (20th century)

Addit ion

Recorded by Mary Jane St irqwolt

0rganization Off ice of Com*gnitv ,
DeveJ-oPment

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 9, .  800 sg -  f  t  -

Sett ing_jn area of  l9th ee

domest ic archi tecture adjacent to

the Ocean Mi l ls  lndustr i? l  Distr ic! .

(Staple addj. t ional sheets here)

Date 7 -23-80



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within corrmunity)

This house is an excellent example of the type of single family
residence buil t  in Newburyport 's North End durj-ng the midd.le of the
19th century.  I t  is  Greek Revival  in st1zle,  a l thr :ugh the elements
inoicating this are simple. The doorway is f lanked by srdelights arrcl
ie Ftrnjnr l ly  Greek Revival ,  post  and l intel ,  wi th wide fascia in the
entablature and simple Dor ic pi lasters to each side. The Greek inf luenee
j-s al-so evident in the cornerboards and heavy cornice. The gable facing
the s+,reel and cornice return, suggest a pediment, one of the hallmarks
of the Greek Revival  sty le.  The door i tsel f  has a mou-lding set of f  by
cornerblocks, another feature characterist ic of the Greek Revival period.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners pi.ayed in Local or state history (r:nn+^-)
and hoir ' the building relates to the developrnent of t l" ie corununit l ' )

A piece of propert lz adjacent to Tyng Street was sold to Robert
M. Iv ierr i l l  by Dudley Tyng in 1841. I - ,  is  qui te possible that  the
naraa] n€ land conveyed was to be the si te of  a new home. Merr i l l
owned this property wi th the house on i t  in i851. f t  might safely be
assumed that Merr i i l  bui l t  th is house between IB41 and 1B5l- .

Merri l l  was a ship carpenter who probably worked in the shipyards
along the Merrimack River. Man1, of the homes along the street extendj-ng
rrnm rri  nh to Merrimac Street were buil t  by those in the shipbuilding
business or al l ied t rades.

Tn 7872, Mrs.  Robert  M. Merr i l l  owned the house. Short ly thereaftern
the house passed into the hands of  Ol iver B. Merr i l l .  Ot j -ver Merr i l l
was a teacher and wrote several historical- art icles on Newburyport that
were published in the Newburyport nertspaper. I terr i l l  was elected-as
a representative to the General Court fron the Eiqhth Essex Distr ict in
1893 and 1894.
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J. J.  Curr ier ,  History cf  Ngirpqfypei ! ,
reprint, Newburyport 2977 .

1851 PLan of  Newburyport ,  Mass. H. l t { : Inr i re
lB7? Map of  the Ci ty of  l {ewburyport ,  } lass.  D. c.
1851, i871 City Director ies
Assessor 's Records 1890-1980

i764-1 905. vols.  I  and f I ,

Beers and Co.
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T,ryvqlTqsy Fo+4 F0HriJrrAqqli sHqEr
MASSAfi{I.SETTS HISTORT CAt CCI+{ISSIO.I
Office of tJre Secetary, bstur

Indicate each iten sr inrrentory four utddl is being corrtinrred be1olr.

ARCHITECTURAT SIGNIFICANCE (cont. )

This type of house was buil t  extensively in the Nonth end between
1840 and l -870. These houses pnovided sinrple:  yet  substant ia l  hones
for" laboners and cnaftsmen.

Staple to Inven_lq4l form at botrolr
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! {alp:  Rcbent Menni i l
'  House, 38 Mun::oeSt


