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Origi.na1 owrler Orlando lIerr i I1

IPTION:

Date L79l

Source Howel ls r  "Architectural
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4 Washington

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Street,  Boston, MA 02108

cross streets and other buildings
or geographical features.
Indicate north.

Heritaqe of the Merrimack"
Style -cor..,r-i 
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Architect Unknown

Exterior wal1 fabric Clapboards

ourbuildings Garage

Maj or alterations

at rear (dates

(with dates) adi i . i  t i  qns

unknown)

Date

Approx. acreage 21,000 sq. f t .

Sett ing on Newburvport '

thorouqhfare noted for i ts excellent

examples of domestic architecture

dat ing from the Colonial  per iod through
the early 20th century.

(Staple addit ional sheets here)

Date B-17- I  0



ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportani arehitectural features and

evaluate in terns of other buildings within conununit;-)

The Orlando Merr i l l  house is typical ly Georgian in i ts sty le and
form. The archi tectural  features of  the house are s imple.  The
inf luence of  the c lassical ly inspired sty le can be seen in the cornice
mnrr]r l ' inc the window l intels,  the cOrnerboards,  and in the overal lr l rv sr  u l r rY t

symmetry of the facade. The doorway is the most noteworthy feature of
the houie.  The entrance is an enclosed port ico.  The port ico i tsel f  is
nadimenfad and the entablature supported by Roman Doric pi lasters.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the comnunity)

The Orlando Merr i l l  house was bui l t  in i791 by one of  Newburyport 's
important shipbui lders. Merr i l l  was very act ive in the shipbui lding
industry on the banks of the Merr imack River.

In L798 when American shipping was threatened blz foreign pr ivateers
during the war between France and Bri taj-n,  Merr i l i  and his brothers
Jonathan and Nathan were contracted to bui ld a naval vessel.  NinetY da1's
from the contact  date the U. S. Br ig"Picker ing"was completed and launched
from ]4err i l l rs yard in what was then a part  of  Newburyrnow Newburyport .

In 1813 Orlando Merr i l l /  wi th Ral-ph Cross/ bui l t  the fourteen giun
U. S. Sloop of  War 'Wasp"in the Merr i l - I  yard near Moggaridge's
Point ,  The vessel  was launched on September 18, 1813

Merr i l l  is  a lso credi ted wi th the invent ion of  the water- l ine
model tn L794. This is the model f rom which working plans were and
st i l l  are taken in order to bui ld ships.  In 1853 Merr i l l  presented his
or ig inal  ship model to the New York Histor ical  Society.
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