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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings rnlithin conmunityJ

This house is one of the f ine Federal  homes bui l t  along High
Street dur ing the early years of the nineteenth century. The house
has the typical  Federal  form of three stor ies with hipped roof and
small  square winCows in the third f loor.  The house has several
notable features including the classical ly inspired cornice moulding
and window l intels.  The doorway is Federal  in style with f lanking
sidel ights and a port ico.  The port ico is pedimented and is supported by
Doric columns. The wooden fence with urns is an excel lent example of the
type of fence that predated the cast i ron fences of the mid-nineteenth
nonfrrrrr

HISTORICAf, SiCnff fC.CNCE (explain the role ol1r lers played in locaI or state history
and how the building relates to the developnent of the comnunity)

Thomas Hale, at  the age of twenty-four,  purchased three lots of
land in the Bel levi l le sect ion of  Newbury.  This happened. tn L797 and
Hale bui l t  th is three story wi th in three years.

Hale was born in 1773 in Plaistow, Ne" ' r  Hampshire.  He was orphaned
a* t .ho:aa sf  e iqhteen and moved to Newburv.  I la1e learned the Hatter 's
trade. in 1800 frale marr ied and moved into his new home. Hale bui l t
a hat factory on hj-s property but his interests were not l imited to that
alone. HaIe was also involved in shipping and in l -806 he owned one
eighth of  the ship"Edwin."  He also served as Newbury's town treasurer
and was for many years a just ice of  the peace.

Hale marr ied twice and his second wife Mary Li t t le l ived in th is house
unt i l  l87lr long af ter  the death of  her husband in 1836. After Mrs.  Halers
death the house passed into the hands of Captain Joshua Hale and later
to his grandson Joshua Ha1e. Joshua Hale died in 1915 leaving the house
to his wi fe Florence Gould Hale.

In 1822 Edi th C. Kinsman purchased the Haie house. Mrs.  Kinsman's
husband Wii l iam was an execut ive with the Newburyport  s i lversmith f i rm,
Towle ManufacturJ-ng Company. He ret i red as president of the company in
1958. Mrs.  Kinsman died in 1963 and her death was fol lowed bv that of
her husband the next year

At that t ime the house was solo to John T. Learv the present
owner.
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