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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This multiple family residence is typical of those built
throughout the City of Newburyport during the period of prospenty of the
textile mills. The building exhibits all of the hallmarks of the
vernacular Greek Revival style. These include the trabeated doorways
flanked by sidelights and pilasters. The bold classically inspired
cornerboards and cornice are also typical of the later Greek Revival
period. :

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This building was built prior to 1851 when it was owned by Thomas
Colby. Colby was a house carpenter with a business located at 21 Water
Street. It is quite possible that Colby was the original owner and
builder of the house. The building was undoubtedly built as speculation
or as an investment property. In 1872 it was owned by James Blood.
Blood, a real estate owner living on Merrimac Street, owned numerous

properties in the North End. Most of these were rented to people working
in the mills.
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