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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within comrnunity)

This house is an exeerlent example of the two story gambrel roof

dwel l ing bui l t  in Newburyport  dur ing- the second half  of  the eighteenth

r.onrrrrw- Although the gl ;1uref roof had decl ined in popular i ty in most
verr  ver J .

areas by the 1at6 l3th i""L"tV this form persisted-in Newburyport unti l

the turn of the 19th century. The t len prevail ing Federal inf luence can

been seen in the simple f 'ed-eral doorway-. The enlrance is pedimented and

has a semi-circular fanfight with simpie tracery. The pediment is

supported by Dor ic pi lasters that  f lank the door i tsel f .

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the developnent of the cornnrurity)

Although the land on which this house stands was purclagef by

samuel coker in 1757 this house was probably bui l t -  about L795 by his

son, Thomas, a prominent local bui ldlr.  Thomas Coker was l iving in

the house in L796.

Thomas Coker owned the house unti l  1805 rohen it  was sold to Amos

Atkinson. Atkinson served. under lr loses Litt le in the Revolutionary War

batt les of  iong Is land and Har1en Heights.  In 1809 Atkinson served on

a committee to erect a town house at ihe corner of state and Essex streets'

Atkinson was part owner of the schooner Nancy buil t  in 1785 and the sole

ownerofthesn. ipMassachusettsbui l t in lB05.

In IB27 the house was purchased by Flavius.Emery.  . I t  was owned by

Emery and his heirs and family unti l  1918 when it  was given to

St.  paulrs Church to be used is their  rectory.  The house is st i l l  used
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ARCHTTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTTNUED)

time the house has had several owners. The house has recentlv been
converted into apartments.


