
FORM B . EUILDING

;'IASSACHUSETTS HiST0RICAL C0MMISSION

Area i Form :o.

i  aso

Newburyport
, .

\ r .ocq ?A rFtzna Qfraai
- !e-  

au : i - :v eY:v-G

-toric Name Fass-WhitneY.,

! ' i :  Original 4esidence .-

Residencef/resenE

ership: [l Private individual
Private organizatlcn---*-

Public
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Architect unknown
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Draw map showing ProPerty's
location in relation to nearest
cross streets and other buildings
or geog?aphi.cal features.
Indicate north.
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Development
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added (1897),

datesl  entrance

addi t ion at  rearl*t rN&oe

(date unknown) " *

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 8,210 scr.  f t .  -

Sett ing In a residenti-al ar,ea in whlci l

most of  the houses were bui l t  in f -h,e

nineteenth century as s ingle fami lv

resi-dences.

(Staple addit ional sheets he-re)

Date 7 /28/80



l*r*rrrcruRAl sIGNIFTCANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within connnunity)

The Edward Bass House is a f ine example of  the Federal  sty le which
prol i ferated in Newburyport  in the ear ly years of  the nineteenth century.
i t re form of the house is qui te typical ,  of  three stor ies wi th hipped
roof and decreasing window size j -n the upper stor ies.  Also typical  is
the doorway with fanl ight and sidelj-ghts f lanking the door. The window
rr:nq ^16 except ional .  The entrance porch is a twent ieth century addi t ion
eqvu

to the bui ld inq.

HIST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building reLates to the developrnent of the comrnunitl')

This house was buil t  fo_r Edward Bass Jr. by an unknown builder. When
Bass died the house passed to his son, also named Edward. Tn 1851 Bass
is l is ted as a goldsmith wi th a shop at  80 Merr imac Street.  In 1858 the
house was inher i ted by a cousin,  Thomas H. Whitney. The Whitney's owned,
the house well into tfr is century. Consequently the house has been called
the Bass-Whitnev House.
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