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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within corununity)

The Church of  the First  Rel ig ious Society is magnif icent in i ts
proport ion and detai l .  The architect is unknown but speculation on
this point has sugcrested Timothy Palmer or Samuel Mclntire. The church
was buii i  during ttre Federal period and has many features of that style.
These include the arched windows, The central entrance is surmounted by
a handsome fanlight and pediment, There are d<;orways at either side and
an elegant Palladian window above. The steeple is magnif icent and f inds
i ts protot lzpe in James Gibls design for St.  Mart inos- in- the-Fie1d.s in
London ( conEJ

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE {explain the role owners played in local o:r siate historv
etnd how the building relates to the developrnent of the conrnunityj

This church was bui l t  in 1801
that stocd in lvlarket Square.

to replace an earl ier structure

The f irst minister of the church was Reverend John Lowell.  His
descendents are amont the countryrs most i l lustr ious educators.  The
elder l ,owell was born in Boston in 1744, graCuated frorn Harvard in 172I,
and was therr ordained minister of the Third Farish of Newbury. This
church would become the First Religious Society of Newburyport after
Newburlzpcrtr  s incorporat ion Ln L764.

Amont the many dist inguished men that beionged to the First.
Religious Society were the eminent lawyer Theophilus Parsons and
rnerehant Nathaniel Tracy,

The cnurch orgran was buil t  by Joseph A11e1' of Newburypo::t in 1834.
The communion si lver contains eighteenth century pieces and the
baptismal bowl was made from si lver dollars donated by parishioners in
1804 "

The Church of the First ReJ-igJ-ous Society has been l- isted on the
Nat ionat Recr i -ster of  Histor ic Piaces.

BIBLI0GRA.PIJT andlor REFEP.INJES

,T- . r -  ( - r r r r iar-  HiStOrV Of NeWbUr, 
-*

L?54-1905, Vois.  I  and I I . ,

Form, Massachusetts i lrstcrical
rel:rint, Ne"-6ffit;rffi,

J. Dobbs. National R.eg:-ster Nomination
C+mmission, 19?6,

Assessor?s Reclrds 1890-1980

zjv-zlBC



I
I

INTENTORY FOR}I CONTINUATION SHEET
-_ I  I  I  r ! ' i  ! i ! ' t f r !  |  ! t  r  !_

Hf,SSACflEEffS HISfmI CAL Ctl'trlt551g{
Oft-i.ce of ttre Secretar.v, Bostcn

Itudica*e cech iten ur inventory ftrm rdridr is bei,ng

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

The interior of the church has been aLtered,though not ext€nsiveJ.y.
The exterior of the church remains reJ,atively unihangea.

Tle parish hall was built in 1873 and its design is compatible with
the adjacent church.
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