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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within coununity)

This trvo stor lr  house with pi tched roof and slzmmetr ical  f ive bav
facade is vernacular in sty le wi th features of  several  of  the styfsg
popular dur ing the mi-d-nineteenth century. The heavy cornerboards,
cornice fascia and front entrance were inspired by the Greek R.evival  sty le.
The door i .s f lanked by sidel ights and pi lasters support ing a bolo er: tablature
aborre. The cut-out brackets under the eaves and in the doorway's entablature
v/ere inspireo by the I ta l ianate Victor l -an stv1e.

HISI'oRICAL SIGNIFICAIICE [explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building rei-ates to the developrnent of the conrnunity)

The or iginal  ovrner of this house was probably l r ' i l l iar .  B. Coff in,  owner
of Lhe house in L872. Coff in was a shipbui lder.  In 1858 he -r4 'as one of  the
partners in the W. B. Coff in and Company which started tc bui ld ships at
Lhe foot of  Jefferson in that ]zear.  In that year the yard raunched a
cl ipper shooner,  The f i rm. name was changeC tc I . i .  B.  Coff in,
Nat,haniel  Chase, and Hzya Trunbul l .  In 1864 this partnership bui l t  che
bari ' ' ,  " l iarternat ia",  a vessel bui l t  to freight goods betr+een Nern'  Zeaiand and

vAustral ia.  The ship had a beaut i ful  f igrurehead carved by l iood.burir  6stt i t t
c f  Portsmouth.

In l -964 the yard c losed and the partne::ship r , ras djssol-ved. Coff in
i :hen bui l t  several  vessels on his or.rrn.  Later he became a f lor ist  with a
grreenhouse on Chapel Street.

Co€i- , in sold this house in LB74 to Margaret A. KirkwcoC, 'uhe ow:ler
of  t i :e hc- 'use unt i l  1919.
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