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DESCRIPTION:

Date c . 18 0_5 - *=. -,."

source Assessor I s, Record$ .*,- -

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exterior wall  fabric Clapboards - *-- "-

Outbuildings Garage

Major alterations (with dates) ad*i-t ie:g

at rear (19t.h century) ,  converted

to guest house (L977)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 9 ,250 sq. f t .

Serr i .o ID resident ia l  neiqhborhood
vv u e-rr6

of bui ld ings dat ing,  for  the most par

from the second hal f  of  the 19th

century. The Bass-lfhitney House acro
the street is also Federal .
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within connunity)

This house is a f ine example of  the Federal  sty le that  prol i ferated
in Newburyoort in the early nineteenth century. The form of the house
is typicat ,  three stor ies wi th hipped roof and decreasing vr indow size
in the upper f loors.  Al though the detai ls of  the house are s imple they
are elegant.  The doorway has a lovely semi-c i rcular fanl ight .  There are
no sidel ights f lanking the door but the doorway i tsel f  is  pedimented with
ennl  i  cd ni- lasters to each side.

HIST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in Ioca1 or state history
and how the building relates to the developrneni of the conrmrnity)

Joseph Babson and his wi fe Sarah owned this house in 1830. On
July 5,1805, Benjamin Choate sold a lot  of  land on Tyng Street,  then
ca11ed New Street,  to Joseph Babson, Jr .  I t  is  gui te possible that  th is
was the site of the house and that j-t  was buil t  short l lz thereafter.
Joseph Babson ,  Jr .  was a member of  the "Dernier Resort  Fire Society",  and
hic n] :na of  resi-dence was Tyng Street,  when the by- laws of  that  socj-ety

.-  were revised and pr inted. in 1816.

On May 27, 1830, Joseph Edward Babson was born in th is house. Babson
attended the grammar school on Kent Street and at the age of about
fourteen took a job as clerk in a grocery store kept by Parker P,oberts
irr Market Square. In December L849 Babson opened a bookstore at No. 6
Pleasant Street,  near the corner of  State Street.  His shop was damaged by
fire in 1853 and he moved to Boston at that t ime. Babson wrote essays for
the At l -ant ic Mcnthly and the Boston Transcr ipt .  In 1865, he pubi ished.
a volune "Eliava: Being the hitherto uncollect.ed writ ings of Charles
Lamb. "

fh is house remained in the Babson farni iy unt i l  the l870rs.  The
house was converted to a guest house in 1977.
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