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ARCHITECTUMT SIGNIFICANCE (describe iuportant architectural features and
evaluate in tenns of other buildings within conurunity)

This two story house with pitcheo roof and symmetrical f ive bay
facade is a good example of the vernacular domestic architecture buil t
in Newburyport during the eighteenth century. Noteworthy features of
the house include a large central chimney. Classical ly inspired window
lintels and the front entrance which has been altered. Today the doorway
is f lanked by sidelights and pi lasters support ing a bold entablature
above. This is characterist ic of the Greek Revivai stylerpopular during
the mid-nineteenth century.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAIJCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building reS.ates to the development of the cornmr:nit1')

This land was owned by Richard Kent during the mid-eighteenth
eentury. At the turn of the nineteenth centur) '  the prooerty was owned
by Samuel-  Pi lsbur lz.  Pi lsbury had marr ied El izabeth,  daughter of  Richard
Kent in 1763. I t  is  qui te possible that  the land was given to t r i lsbu.ry at
that t ime and that the house was buil t  short l lz thereafter. Samuel Pilsbury
was a boatbui lder.  He sold the house to I^ i i l l iam l iovey, mariner,  in 1800.

Between 1838 and 1871 this property was owned by the l . {err i l l  fami ly.
In 1851 Henry l r lerr i l l  was in residence. He was a wood dealer wi th a business
.: t  174 Merr imac Street.

In:871, Lj-zzie and John L.  Merr i l l  sol-d.  th is house to Phebe and David
Atkinson" The Atkinson's owned +-he house for several  decades.

BIFL].OGF$PHY andlor REFEREIICES

Assessl : : 's  Records 1890"1980
l-83:-  Pl  ln of  Newburyport ,  Mass. H. Mcint i re
i8?:l l" la;- '  cf th* C:.ty of l , jewburyport '  Mass. D. G.
l -85i  t  L?72 Cit- , iz  Director ies '
Deed F;e:earch compi led by Susan E. Squires,  Essex

Beers ancl Co.

County Registry of Dee'ds.
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