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Area I Fo:m no.

F1188

Newburyport

ress 212 l{ater Street

tor ic Nane. Enoch Hale House

:  Original Residence

I Present Residence

hip:[ l  Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner Unknown

DESCRIPTION:

Date Pre -1747

Source Woodwel lr  "Joppa"

Style Georgian

Architect Unknown

Exterior wal1 fabric Clapboards

Outbuildings

Maj or alterations (with dates) fr..,,t 't

entrance al tered (date unknown)

Moved Date

Approx. acleage 4,410 sq. f t .

Sett ine in resident ia l  area of
Y

predominantlv eiqhteenth centurv

single fami ly dwel l ings adjacent to

the banks of the l{err imack River.
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(Staple addit ional sheets here)



ARCHITECTUPJ'L SIGNIFICAI.ICE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within corununity)

This house is one of the f ine early houses in the Joppa section
of-NewbufYport. The house was inf luencea fy the Georgian ltyfe that
led to the formalization of a build. ing. this is evid6nced Ujr t fre
sYmmetrical f ive bay facade. Notable architecural features of this
house include a massive central chimney, a simple enclosed entrance
porch and the large lean-to at the reai of the building. The
fenestration of the endwall of the house has been alteied.

HTSToRICAL STGNTFICANCE [explain the role owners played in 10ca1 0r state history
and how the building relates to the developurent of the comrnunity)

According to Roland Woodwell t ,his house was acguired by the
Hale fami ly in 1747. Enoch Hale was born in the house the iext
vear- Enoch Hale married a daughter of Gideon Woodwell and in the
company-of_Captai-n ! ' Ioodwel l  and hj-s son, Gideon, bui l t  shi-ps in
the woodwell yard at the foot of Ir larlboro Street. The f irm name was
woodwel l  and Ha1e. Later Enoch Hale was act ive in the FJest rndia t rade.
He also bui l t  several  vessels including the schooners,  "Caleb, ' ,  Rol lo",--  .  r rRapid" 

'  "Lyd. ia",  and "Hera1d".  Hale wis a member of  the OId South\-- l  Church. Hale died in 1825.

Enoch Hale had a sonr also named Enoch, born in 1793. The younger
Hale established a f lake yard on the adjacent property between water
and Purchase Street.  He was act ive in Lfre west rnaia-trade. He also
served as a selectman and as a representative to the Legislature in
1845, 1848, and 1850. Hale also bui l t  f ish f lakes aboui  1850. These
were large frames upon which the f ish were dried. There was also
a smoke house in the ftake yard

The house at 2L2 Vlater Street remained in the Hale farnily until
well  into the twentieth century. In 1960 Joseph W. L. Hale tett t tre
adjacent land as Hale Memorial Park, in memory of Thomas Hale an early

( =ett ler of Newburlr.
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