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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house is one of the fine early houses in the Joppa section
of Newburyport. The house was influenced by the Georgian style that
led to the formalization of a building. This is evidenced by the
symmetrical five bay facade. Notable architecural features of this
house include a massive central chimney, a simple enclosed entrance
porch and the large lean-to at the rear of the building. The
fenestration of the endwall of the house has been altered.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

According to Roland Woodwell this house was acquired by the
Hale family in 1747. Enoch Hale was born in the house the naxt
vear. Enoch Hale married a daughter of Gideon Woodwell and in the
company of Captain Woodwell and his son, Gideon, built ships in
the Woodwell yard at the foot of Marlboro Street. The firm name was
Woodwell and Hale. Later Enoch Hale was active in the West India trade.
He also built several vessels including the schooners, "Caleb", Rollo",
"Rapid","Lydia", and "Herald". Hale was a member of the 0ld South
Church. Hale died in 1825.

Enoch Hale had a son, also named Enoch, born in 1793. The younger
Hale established a flake yard on the adjacent property between Water
and Purchase Street. He was active in the West India trade. He also
served as a selectman and as a representative to the Legislature in
1845, 1848, and 1850. Hale also built fish flakes about 1850. These
were large frames upon which the fish were dried. There was also
a smoke house in the flake yard.

The house at 212 Water Street remained in the Hale family until
well into the twentieth century. In 1960 Joseph W. L. Hale left the
adjacent land as Hale Memorial Park, in memory of Thomas Hale an early
settler of Newburv.
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