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Inventory No: NWB.105    

Historic Name: Bartlett, William House 

Common Name:

Address: 19 Federal St 

City/Town: Newburyport 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 19-111 

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Georgian 

Use(s): Convent; Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture; Religion 

Area(s):
NWB.D: South End District
NWB.L: Newburyport Historic District

Designation(s):
Nat'l Register District (8/2/1984); Preservation Restriction 
(12/30/2009) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Draw map showing p r o p e r t y ' s 
l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o nearest 
cross s t r e e t s and other b u i l d i n g s 
or geographical f e a t u r e s . 
I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 
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Recorded by Mary Jane S t i r g w o l t 

O r g a n ization O f f i c e o f Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

Date O c t o b e r 12, 1980 

Area Form no. 
105 

N e w b u r y p o r t 

ss 
15-17 F e d e r a l S t r e e t 

r i c Name W i l l i a m B a r t l e t House 

O r i g i n a l R e s i d e n c e 
C o n v e n t Present 

s h i p : • P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n Roman 
C a t h o l i c A r c h i d i o c e s e o f 
_ ' '. B o s t o n Pu b l i c 

O r i g i n a l owner W i l l i a m B a r t l e t 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1798 

Source C u r r i e r , " H i s t o r y o f N e w b u r y p o r t 

S t y l e G e o r g i a n 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 
E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c B r i c k 

O u t b u i l d i n g s 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates)_ f r o n t 

e n t r a n c e a l t e r e d ( m i d - n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y ) , a d d i t i o n a t r e a r , ( d a t e 
unknown) 
Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 2,320 SQ. f t . 

S e t t i n g i n d e n s e l y b u i l t up a r e a i n 
w h i c h t h e p r e d o m i n a n t b u i l d i n g t y p e 
i s t h a t o f e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y s i n g l e 
f a m i l y d w e l l i n g s . The N e w b u r y p o r t 
T a n n i n g Company o c c u p i e s an i n d u s t r i a l 
c o m p l e x a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t . 

(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets her, ̂  



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
evaluate i n terms o f ot h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n community) 

T h i s house i s a f i n e G e o r g i a n m a n s i o n , r e g a r d l e s s o f i t s l a t e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n d a t e . By 1798 t h e F e d e r a l s t y l e was b e c o m i n g p r e d o m i n a n t 
i n N e w b u r y p o r t . T h i s house has numerous s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e s . The 
d o u b l e h i p r o o f i s r a r e i n o t h e r New E n g l a n d c i t i e s , a l t h o u g h i t i s 
f a i r l y common i n N e w b u r y p o r t . The s y m m e t r i c a l f i v e - b a y f a c a d e and f i n e 
m o d i l l i o n e d c o r n i c e a r e G e o r g i a n f e a t u r e s . The p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k b e l t 
c o u r s e s b e t w e e n s t o r i e s and t h e s p l a y e d b r i c k w i n d o w l i n t e l s a r e a l s o 
w o r t h y o f n o t e . The f r o n t e n t r a n c e was a l t e r e d d u r i n g t h e Greek R e v i v a l 
p e r i o d and p r e s e n t l y has t h e s i d e l i g h t s and l a r g e o b l o n g l i g h t a b o v e , 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h a t s t y l e . The e n t r a n c e p o r c h i t s e l f i s s u p p o r t e d 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the community) 

T h i s house was b u i l t b y W i l l i a m B a r t l e t i n 1798. B a r t l e t was b o r n 
i n N e w b u r y p o r t , t h e son o f Edmund and Hannah B a r t l e t o n J a n u a r y 2 0 , 1746. 
B a r t l e t a t t e n d e d s c h o o l b r i e f l y and t h e n l e a r n e d t h e t r a d e s o f shoemaker. 
By t h e age o f t w e n t y one he was a c t i v e l y engaged i n t r a d e . A f t e r t h e 
R e v o l u t i o n , B a r t l e t owned a f l e e t o f v e s s e l s i n v o l v e d i n t r a d e w i t h t h e 
I n d i e s and t h e c o n t i n e n t . 

I n 1787 W i l l i a m B a r t l e t p u r c h a s e d l a n d a t t h e f o o t o f F e d e r a l S t r e e t 
f r o m S t e p h e n C r o s s , s h i p b u i l d e r . B a r t l e t t h e n b u i l t a w h a r f and e r e c t e d 
l a r g e w a r e h o u s e s f o r t h e s t o r a g e o f s u g a r , m o l a s s e s , c o f f e e and hemp. 

B a r t l e t s e r v e d as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o t h e G e n e r a l C o u r t b e t w e e n 
1800 and 1802. B a r t l e t c o n t r i b u t e d t w e n t y t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s t o t h e 
A n d o v e r T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y when i t was f o u n d e d i n 1808. He was t h e 
l a r g e s t s t o c k h o l d e r i n t h e Wessacumcon M i l l b u i l t i n 1837. When a s e c o n d 
b u i l d i n g was added t o t h e m i l l ' s c o m p l e x i n 1840 B a r t l e t s u b s c r i b e d f o r 
f i v e h u n d r e d a d d i t i o n a l s h a r e s and t h e c o r p o r a t i o n was renamed t h e 
B a r t l e t Steam M i l l s . 

W i l l i a m B a r t l e t d i e d i n 1841 l e a v i n g t h i s h o use t o h i s d a u g h t e r Hannah. 
She was t h e w i f e o f J o h n P o r t e r . P o r t e r was t h e t r e a s u r e r o f t h e G l o b e 
Steam M i l l s . P o r t e r owned t h e p r o p e r t y u n t i l 1874. I n t h a t y e a r S e w a l l B. 
Noyes p u r c h a s e d t h e p r o p e r t y and owned i t u n t i l 1906. I t was t h e n 
p u r c h a s e d by A r c h b i s h o p J o h n J . W i l l i a m s o f B o s t o n . I t has been u s e d as 
r e c t o r y o r c o n v e n t f o r t h e C h u r c h o f S t . L o u i s de Gonzaga e v e r s i n c e . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
J . J . C u r r i e r , H i s t o r y o f N e w b u r y p o r t 1764-1905, V o l s . I and I I . , 

r e p r i n t , N e w b u r y p o r t 1977. 
- - t J . M. H o w e l l s , The A r c h i t e c t u r a l He-rife-age o f t h e M e r r i m a c k , New Y o r k , 1 9 4 1 . 

A s s e s s o r ' s R e c o r d s 1890-1980 
1 8 5 1 P l a n o f N e w b u r y p o r t , Mass. H. M c l n t i r e 
1872 Map o f t h e C i t y o f N e w b u r y p o r t , Mass. D. G. B e e r s and Co. 
1 8 5 1 , 1872 C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s 
A. H a l e , O l d N e w b u r y p o r t Houses, B o s t o n , 1912 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community': Form No: 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

N e w b u r y p o r t 105 

Property Name: Wiii i a m B a r t l e t H s e t 
15-17 F e d e r a l S t r e e t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) 

by Roman D o r i c c o l u m n s and may be o r i g i n a l . The B a r t l e t h o use 
has f i n e i n t e r i o r f e a t u r e s t h a t w e r e i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e d e s i g n s o f 
Thomas C h i p p e n d a l e . These i n c l u d e f i r e p l a c e m a n t e l s , t h e c e n t r a l 
s t a i r w a y and w a l l p a n e l l i n g . 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t o m 


