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ARCHiTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comnunity)

This Federal mansion was buil t  as a double house and so has a
six rather than a f ive bay facade. The building is nonetheless
symmetrical with the three story hipped roof form characterist ic of the
Federal style. The smal1 third story windowsand the simple cornice
and window l intels are also features of  the Federal  sty le,  The or ig inal
doors were replaced during the Greek Revival period and the present
doorways are f lanked by sidelights and pi lasters with a large oblong
window l ight above. The entrance port ico also dates from the Greek
Revival period- as is evidenced by the heavy entablature supported by the
Greek Por ic other.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played j.n 1ocal or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the conmunit)')

Howells says that this house was buil t  by Edward S. Rand for his
two daughters. Rand was the owner of the house in 1851. He was a very
prominent member of the community, His interests ranged from business
Lo industry. He was a director Eor both the Newburyport Hosiery Co. and
the Newburyport Marine Insurance Company. He was also an incorporator
of  the Inst i tut ion for  Savings. Rand also served as a selectman in
Newburyport between 1813 and 1815. He helped to orgranize the Putnam
Free School  and was elected to the Iv lassachusetts General  Court  in 1815,
1816, 1819, L822, and 1835. In 1816 he vras one of  those incorporated
under the t i t le of the Merrimack River Association, the purpose of which
was to build locks and canals at the fal ls of the Merrimack.

By 1872 the house had been sold to Char les H. Coff in,  then
president of  the First  Nat ional  Bank on State Street.
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