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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant archi 'uectural  features and
evaluate in te: :ns of other bui ldings within comnunity)

This bui ld. ing is an excel lent  example of  the Georgian mansions

bui l t  in Newburyport  dur ing the lat ter hal f  of  the nineteenth century.

The form of the i roo"" is character ist ical ly Georgian, of  two stor ies with

a double hipped roof.  a feature which oecurs f requent ly in Newburyport 's
Gcoro. ian f tom-es. The bui ld ing's facade is symmetr ical  and the entr 'ance
vvvt:J

port ico is probably or ig inal .  I t  is  pedimented and is supported by the

boric order. fhe three roof dormers are another feature of Georgj-an
hnmeq es are the c lassical ly inspired window l intels.  I t  should be noted
r rv l : lg 

' ,  

g v

rher - l-rrz fhe: t ime this- house was buil t  the Federal style was already
becomiig.popular but most Federal  homes in Newburyport  were bui l t  af ter  the

Hlsrdi*itRi$€cfiffiChqd+ €g$lEfflthe rote owners played in 1ocaI or stare histor,v
and hou the building relates to the developnent of the commrrnity)

Joirn pett ingi l l ,  a prominent Newburyport m_erehant and shipowner
purchased this pir . . i  of  land from Tr istram Dalton tn 1792. He then

iroceeded to nui td th is love1y Georgian home.

In L775 John pett ingi l ]  was one of  the s igners of  a pet i t ion
circulated by Patr ick Traci-  cai l ing for  a publ ic meet ing to discuss
annoi  ntmenls Lo the Cont inental  Congress. Pett ingel l  had numerous
sv vv +rr

mLrcant i le interests.  In 1780 he was part  owner of  several  pr ivateers '

he was a stockholder in the Essex-Merr imack Bridge and the Newburyport
Turnpike.  He a' lso served as a selectman in the town of  Newburyport .

John pett ingel l  d ied in 1B2B and the house was then occupied by

Sarah Smith pett ingel l .  In 1863 the house was sold to Jacob A. Balch

who later passed i t  on to his daughter Helen Balch Fowler.  In 1909

she lef t  the house to the Histor ical  Sobiety of  OId Newbury.  The

Society occupied the house unt i l  i t  moved to i ts present residence in

the Cushing house at  98 High Street.

Toclay the Pett ingei i -gorvie: nouse r-s ownec b1'  the J.ndependen:
Order of  Odd Fel lows.
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