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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFIC.{NCE (describe important archi tectural  features and

evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within corununit l ' )

This house is an excel l  ent  exanple of  a house i l lustrat ing the
transi t ion betrr 'een the Georgian and Federal  sty les.  The form of the
house is l rederal ,  three stor ies w- i - . th hi-pped roof anr l  sma1i,  near ly
square windows in the thir :d story, The f j ,ve bay, synmef-r ical  facade is
character ist ic of  both the Geo;:giar i  and Federal  str t ' les.  The Coorway,
hovrever,  i -s Georgian. I t  resernJi les a c lassical  tenple in ninature,  I t
i  c  nor i imant-ed anci  is  f lankeci  by Dor ic pi iasters.  I r r  the f l i l l l '  deyeloped
Fc-deral  sty le the doorway would have a fanl ight  and sidel ights.
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The or iginal  owner and bui lder of this house are unknown" The
house was undoubtedly bui l t  for a man of means, probalr l ,v some cne
assocrated with the trade on the banks of the Merr ir , rack Rive:.  The
su::rounci ing area was sett lecl  by merchant.s and mariners before the
turn of the nrr:eteenth century when those same people preferreC houses
on High Street.

I ; r  l -35i ,  Wi l - l iam l ,Jel ls was the owner of  t6 Essex Sireet.  Wel ls
came to Newburyport  f rom Andover in LB47, i le was the f i rst  pr incinai
of the Putman F::ee School" In 1850 i{el ls was on the cornmit tee tc
establ ish a publ ic l ibrary in Nervburyport .

B) 'L872, the house was cwned by Dr.  I {en: :y C. Perkins.  Perkins
cr four other houses on Essex Street.  The house

Perkins family wel l -  intc the present century. The
i t  was or ig inal ly,  a s ingle fani ly residence.
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