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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (descri"be important architectural features and
evaluate j-n terms of other buildings within conruruni-ty)

This house is typical of the two family residences buil t  in
Nevrburyport at the turn of the nineteenth century. The house has the
form and detai l  of the Federal st}r1e. These features include the
hipped roof,  doorway with fanl ight ,  and diminishing window size in the
upper stor ies.  The house is square and is div ided in hal f  wi . th entrances
on either side. This is a common form for a two family hcuse in
Newburypori to take at the turn of the nineteenth century.

1.IISTSRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the connunit)')

The house was buil t  by a Mariner Kent and was sold short ly thereafter
to David Coff in.  Coff in held an interest  in many r .essels bui l t  in
Newburyport during the early nineteenth century.

By 1851 the house was owned by Al f red Pi l lsbur l r  a c lerk l iv ing on
Merrimac Street. Biz L872 he had. moved into the house. At that t ime the
house also had several boarders. These included Enocl, and Ephrain
Flanders. They were caulkers in the shipbuilding industry.

Enocl , ror  "Sguarry" as he was cal ledrFlanders suf fered a stroke at
a young age and was permanently paralyzed. Unabl-e to carry on tne
caul l ier 's t rade and refusing to be a burden to fami ly and fr ienis,  Flanders
sold himself to Newburyport merchants. "Squarry" stood on varlous street
corners and after r inging his beI1 would extolI the vir iues of t ire
merchant's wares. He became well known and admired for his independence.
FIe was appointeql town crier in June LB72 and continued in that posit ion
for cver th i r ty years.
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