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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in tenns of other buildings within conmunity)

This ia a vernacular example of a Federal style as i t  was buil t
in Newburyport at the turn of the nineteenth century. The simple and
delicate proport ions of the cornj-ce and cornerboards are indicit in"
n€ {-1^^ 

- ! . ,1 -v! LrrE;ruyrc ds is the low pi tch of  the roof and the overal l  form of
the bui lding. A lean-to has been aclded to the rear of the house, a
reiat ively unusual feature for this period. The doonvay was ai tered
during the Grrek Revival  per iod anC therefore has the character ist ic

HISTORICAL SIGN]FICANCE (explain the
and how the bui ld ing relates to

(cont.  )

role owners played in local or state history
the development of the couunrmity)

This house was bui l t  in L7g6 by Benjamin cross,  the same year
Broad Street was made a publ ic highway. In 1803 the house was sold
to Parker Roberts. Roberts was a merchant on State Street. I i is scn,
Joseph'  was the f i rst  c i ty alderman from ward six in 1851. Wi l l iam
Choate who was a shipcarpenter l ived in th is house in 1B5l- .  In l -B6G
the house was purchased by Hiram Leach, a ship carpenter, who worked in
the shipyards alond the banks of the Merr-i-mack nivLr. John T. Stockman
owned the house in L872. He was the propriator of the Bay State House
at 19 Merr imac Street.
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