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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and

evaluate in terns of other buildings within corurunity)

This house is a f ine example of the "Sguare houses" bui l t  along
High Street by Newburyport 's  weafthy mercant i le c lass in the ear ly
years of the nineteenth century. The form of the house is typical ly
Federal  of  three stor ies with hipped roof and smal1 square windows in the
third f loor.  The cornice and window l intels are simple yet in keeping
with the style.  The doorway and entrance port ico are except ional and
are unchanged except for the fact that the port ico has been enclosed.
The door is f lanked by f luted Doric pi lasters and is surmounted by a
semi-circular fanl ight  wi th del icate t racery.  The port ico i tsel f  is
pedimented and is supported by the Doric order.

HISTgRICAL SI6NIFICANCE (exptain the role owners played in Ioca1 or state history

and how the building relates to the developnent of the conrnunity)

This house was bui l t  by Capt.  Isaac Adams short ly after he acquired the
property in 1807 and 1808. Adams had extensive mercant i le interests
as did so ma.ny of the people on High Street.  In L82I Adams had the
Schooner Hayteir"  bui l t  for hin j -n the yards of the Woodwel l  family.
The cost of  the vessel  was $456.00. He also owned the Schooner
"Charles Sydney" bui l t  in 1818, and was part  owner of  the Schooner
"Dennis" bui l t  in 1821 and the Br ig"Dove,"bui l t  in 1800. Adams served
both as a selectman in the town of lriewburyport and as a representative
to the Massachusetts legis lature.

Capt.  Adams owned this house unt i l  1B2B when i t  was purchased by
Richard W. Drown. Drown was a clock maker who later bui l t  the house
at L46 High Street

In IB32 the house at L46-148 High Street was converted from a
singr le fami ly residence to a double house.

Between L929 and 1968 Lhe house was owned by Dr.  Roland Toppan
and later h:-s r . 'y idow Gertrude. After l t1rs.  Tor:pan died the house was
div ideo into severai  apartments.
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